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AN EXCELLEN 


i Naas and Philoſophicall Controuerſie, e, 
betweene the two famous Tals1 now liuing, 


the one Hercules the Philoſe opher, 
the other, Torquato the Poet. 


Done into Bbl. 45 R. T. Gentleman. 
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Gentleman, the Lord Giouan Bat- 
. Licino. 


V., 1 perceiue you 
are an earneſt In. 
terceſſour & ſuter, 
that I would ſuf. 
fera Declamation 
I made ſomefewe - 
M yeares ago againſt 
omen, to come 
5 —abroade in Print: 
21 to perſwvade me vnto the ſame, you al- 
ledge two reaſons. The one is, becauſe it 
being (as you fay) a moſt rare and curious 
8 9 775 cof worke, it is _ tor and. deſired 
S . of 


8 


8 1 | Te luthors 1 * cb 
of many. The other, for that you doubt leſt 


the world ſeeing the Anſwere of my deare 


Coſin Signior Torquato , vnto the ſame, 


falſly preſt uppoſing that I blame Marriage, 


it might one day (as you doubt) hauing no 
witneſſe to cõtrary it, bring ſome blemiſn 
or ſtaine vnto the clearneſſè and pureneſſe 


of my pietie and religion: And therefore l, 


ho for your firſt reaſon weld haue moſt 
plainly & abſolutely haue denied your re- 

queſt, knowing verie well the lightneſſe 
and the vnperfectneſſe of this Diſcourſe, In 
conſideratiõ of your ſecond, cannot chuſe 


but yeeld vnto your friendly deſire: ſo as I, 


reſigning all the intereſt and right haue of | 


the ſame vnto you, do giue you full power 
& authoritie to do with this toy what you 
pleaſe: for, for mine ovvne part, I aſſure you 

I knew not vpon whom to beſtow it, for 
the vnworthineſſe thereof. Only this I will 
intreate you, that when you ſhall ſend it a- 
broad to be common, you will vouchſafe 


me ſo much fauor, as to ſatisfie the curious 


Reader, that it was done vpon no other oc- 


caſion, then of a certaine youthfull Ca- 


prichious 


The pr aries Ta 

[ prichious Humour, e vnto you, | 
that I my ſelfe long ere this, had contradic- _ 
ted the ſame, had not my foreſaid famous 
kinſman preuented me in mine own mea- 


ning, whoſe concluſion and cenſure, as | 


I ratifie and confirme for moſt infallible 5 
and true: ſo, who ſhall reade mine owne, 
hall eaſely perceiue that it doth not much Cl 


arke. and haue but an eye vnto the begin- 
ning and ende of the matter from whence | | 


diſagree from his opinions, if hee well 


| the maner of Writers is to dravve and bor- 


| row their purpoſe & inventions. And thus 
| crauingeuerie Noble and generous minde, 
to make the beſt conſtruction of the ſame, 
Vi baſcio le Mani, and bid you farewell. From = 
my Houle ini 9 this firſt of May, 
11 


Al ſeruich del V. S. 
Hrrcole Taſſo. 
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===; Dſt noble Auditozs, neuer 
7 bath there bene handeled, | 
l neither is it poſſible to han- | 
dle, a Matter, either moze 

ebßhigh, either moze difficult, 

Do of moze impoꝛtance, the | 
this is of which J will in- | 
[| treate this day befoze vou: 
Pine intent being to pꝛoue 
ung moſt manifeſtly, and by aps 
parant reaſons, that no 
wiſe man, noꝛ any of diſcre⸗ 


* — — 
— — 


tion, ought to take a wife. It is a high queſtion, by reaſon of 
the excellencie of the ende depending on the ſame. It is Dik || 
licult, bicaule of the neceſlitie of Pꝛocreation. And it is ot Jmy | 
poꝛtance, foz that it includeth all things within it ſelle. High, 
becauſe it concerneth the felicitie of Man. Difficult, becauſe 
| Socrates himſelf could nat reſolue vpon the ſame, And of Am⸗ 
poꝛtance, fo2 that being once married, it is (then) to late to 
repent. It is high, betauſe the thze Uertues, Political, Mor 
ral, and Economicall, are compzehended in the lame, Diffis | 
tult, conſidering the vſe ol it in 11 degree. And it is of Im⸗ 


poztance, 


armnage | 


oztance 4 - fo2 eati/vetenminet and clearely Heweth the. 
come, To conclude, it is high, fo2 that 
fach haue diſcourſed n pꝛaiſe of the ſame as Fang le: : Jfis 
difficult, becauſe Pat 
and it is ol impoꝛtantk, by realon it ſerneth as a bane {0 ats 
fain that eternall blefievnefſe,fo2 which we all hope, And pet 
fo2 althis, A am thꝛoughiy perſuaded(as an vndanted Cham⸗ 
pion to trie this Combat, alluring my ſelfe to win the Race, 
4 befo2e I begin to runzeſpecially bauing ſo great a number of 
; = TE iudiciall and wozthiemen as my guides) to WN me; ſo 
=g Za many ſound reaforis a8 Whip $ 02 motines fo pꝛeuaile fo2 me: 
and hauing ſkilfull C | zrience, which ſhall rule the baidle in 
my running oꝛderlp: and laſtly, knowing that the almightie 
hand ot the ſacred ſcriptures will vpholde me, that J cannot 
kall in my courſe, And becauſe. J perceiue alreadie e gentle 
watchwoꝛd giuen to ſet fozward by the curteous trempet of 
your accuſtomed yunyt/and ſtillfilence,Beyols J thus begin, 
Mie ought to take the example, and follow the authoꝛi⸗ 
tie of thoſe whom the woꝛlde hath accounted foꝛ the wiſeſt: 
and ſuch a one Thale ¶ liletius was not only repated, but 
alſo held to be the firſt man that had the name of wiſe attri⸗ 
buted vnto him: being afterward reckoned one of thoſe ſeuen 
who only wer ol ß Gretians called wiſe men:he bein impoꝛ⸗ 
tuned by his mother CHobulina, to take a wife while he was 
young, alwates anſwet ed her, that it was yet time enough: : 
and.aftcrward being growne in peäres, and vꝛged by her | 
mo2e carneffly,he told Jer, that it was (then) paſt time, and | 
to tax late. This graue man meaning hereby, that it was not / 
EE _ godtomarry at all. 2 en let not vs marry, except we will 
| BAG  marty2e our ſelues foz cher, | 
N Bi, Pricuous, Bi 2 of Poriſibenzs,amd Artiſtehis the Ac 
+ _ thenian, being demaunded of their friends what kinde ol wo⸗ 
man they ſhould chule foz their wife: they all thꝛer with one 
dkonſent anſwered thus. | If thou marry one that is faire, ſhe 
on . Alone that is fowle,the will ware 
1 e atone, 


r 


loathſome, and becometo be a cozſie vato Sf As if they 
ment to aduiſe ſuch as requeſted their opinions herein, not to | 
tage anp at all, ot᷑ what condition ſoeuer. 21 
beophraſtꝶn a great Phuoſopher, and ſueceſloꝛ in the Thaire | 
dk Aristotle, was of conceit,thatifany man wold take a wife, | 
it was very neceſſary fo2 him, to be maruellous rich, and with l 
all luſtie, healthfull, andofaſtrong complexion: and that the || 
woman he ſhould marry, ſhould be faire, of god behainour, | 
aͤnd a gentlewoman boꝛne: pet his eſpeciall aduiſe was, that 
although a man might happen of ſuch a one ſo wel qualified, | 
lb he were wiſe, he would not haue hun fo venture on her foz 
\ | feareofafucther daunger. | 
|| _ . Epicnrus alleaging that moze purgatozies then pleas | 
- | faras were to bee founde in Patrimony, dillwaded men 
| | likewiſe from the ſame, Pamphilus Saxius was of the lame | 
mind: affirming tyac the moꝛe taire a learned women were, | 
the moꝛe daintie we men ſhould make to wed them: becauſe || 
euerp cõmoditie bꝛingeth his diſcommoditie: and euery thing 
excellent, is not without exceſſiue ⁊ vnſpeakable pꝛide. Then 
ie in this eaſe we rather conet libertie then bondage, if we 
would liue quietiy and not contentioullp, it we wil be counted 

vertuous, and not wantons, il we loue to be frer men, and not 

llaues, and if we wil ſeek what is god, and ſhun what is bad, 

let vs (then ) let ſuch alone, with whom being (once) yoaked, |. 

we can neuer be quiet. It we will not be defiled, let vs touch 
no pitch: it not polluted , let vs not handle filthe; and if we 5 
meane to ſiue pleaſantlp, let vs neuer marry, f 
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Mirthus the Philoſopher, famous in the olde time wh 


|  monglt the auncient Sages in Greece, rendaing a reaſon 
| | why hee did not betake himſelfe vato a wife, ſaith thus. I 
| (quoth he) the Woman on'whome J ſhould light, chould 
| | chaunce to be god, (as tis twentie to one the contrary) pet 
| [mult J loſe her in the ende whether J will oz no: Jfthee | 
|  Choald be badde, J muſt beare with her perfozce: If pœꝛe, - 
| | mull (upply her wants x neceflitie; it rich, mut ſuppoꝛt her | , 


5 2 pave | 


— 


- a deed of gift of my lib 


qualities one ſhould 


rr ! 


8. Marriage a 
pꝛise andinſolencie} Jffoule , J mutt loathe her: and it ſhe 


be faire, A muſt keep a watch and guard ouer her: and which 


is wozſe then all the reſt) J mult aid he) reſigne, and make 
zertie, vnto a perſon, that would neuer 
ſecke to pleaſe my hum, noꝛ once content me. But there is 
no man whatſocuer, but loueth and loketh to receiue thanks 


and kindneſſe, where he hath beſtowed and done god turnes 
at yone but græues and laments fo be 


and courtefies , no2 at 
troubled with the fozeſgid plagues and paſſions, 


Then to e⸗ 


ſcape them, let no mi n marrie,except he meane to marre him 


ſelfe fo2 euer. | 
Demofthenes, Waiting vnto the Tyrant C oryuthus his 
friend, who had reg 


elled him to ſet downe his cenlure, what 
ſake to finde in a woman that he ment 


ned him this anſwere: Firtt, her muſt 


to marry withall, ret 
be rich, that thou m 


and carrie a poꝛt: nerf, ſhe muſt be nobly boꝛne, that thou 


maiſt be honoured th2ough her blod : then che muſt be yong, 


thou maieſt not — the paines to pꝛouide a ſpie to watch 


her. And (quoth he) v 
mile, he were better be g 
gdining vs to vnderſtand hereby, that there is none moꝛe right 


her, ſo it is moſt manife 


that ſhe may content the: then faire, that thou neede not to 


hunt after other game: and laſtly, honeſt and vertuous, that 


ho without theſe conditions taketh a 
uicke buried, then otherwiſe wedded: 


ly vnfoztunate inderd, then luch a one as is not maruellous 


charie and warie in the chuũng ol bis wife, But as it is im⸗ 


poſſible to finde a hc, that hath all theſe god pꝛoperties in 
„ that this woꝛthie Dzatoz, did not 
alledge and bꝛing them - togither to no other end then me⸗ 
rily to giue vs to vnderftand by the conlequence afozeſaide, 
that moſt wzctched t unhappie haue ſuch bene, and alwaies 


are, that haue heretofoz e had, and now haue betaken them⸗ 


ſelues vnto this — werte Marriage: and ſo to conclude, 


ol we be, if we ſhall like blinde men,frumble into ns my 


\ Cate Labyzinth of 11 g. 


aint haue wyerewithalt to line in ſhewe 
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3 ? & 7 
and Wiuing. 
Oeare me O pe people of Megara (crieth out the ſage / 1 
s (Pon Certainly moſt peſtilent things are Women, and 
pet neuertheleſſe it is not poſſible to line without ſome one 
milchiefe oꝛ other hanging on our elbowes, ſeeing that both 
tt marrie, and to liue without marriage is ill. But becauſe in 
mine opinion, amongſt manyeulls, that is the moſt tollera⸗ 
ble, that is counted the leaſt, and to that leaſt, it were beſt al | 
waies fo cleane vnto: let vs leaue to marry, fo2 ſo ſhall we, 
(as ſhalbe moſt apparantly found leaue the woꝛft, that other | 
wiſe is like to happen vnto vs. | 
Melellus the Romane, ſurnamed Numidicus, animating 
\ the people of Rome to marriage, My fellow Citizens (quoth | 
he) if we could be bzought into this wozld without the com | 
pany of Women, we would all of vs ſtudie how to ſhake off | 


this heauie yoke from our ſhoulders : but ſeeing Nature hath | 
ſo 02dained the matter, that we cannot liue neither ozderly | 


with them, neither very wel be without their bewitchng com | 
pany, we ought rather to pꝛouide fo2 the perpetuall god and | | 
quiet health of our owne ſelues, then to ſeeke how to enioy a 
litle pꝛiuate contentment and ſmall laſting pleaſure; ſhewing | 
molt plainlp, that the chiefe and beſt contentment inderd, was 
to be without them. Neither is it a fimple and right Contents 
ment, to be free from women, but rather a Beatitude oz Bleſ⸗ 
ſedneſſe, ſoꝛ litle ſaid he, to that he might haue done, becauſe 
he would not wozke a contrary effec vnto his owne meas | 
ning. 
Bur let vs heare {ato what he ſaith and let vs marke i / 
his ſpeeches be not agreeable vnto this purpoſe. It the wozld | | 
faith he, could continue without the vſe of Wiues,we ſhould || 

neuer be without the company of the Gods, to dwel amongſt | 
bs, where now we haue none but Diuels, that . By 


Vs. 

An excellent Philoſopher called Secundus, pꝛoteſleth, a 
wife to be the confuſion ol man, an inſatiable beaſt, a botfomy | 
leſle n continual Pelancholp, a conſuming Care, an in 
ll W 3 craling 
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pews . 


toꝛſiue to the mind ; 
we wil eniop wit 


lead our liues ha 


Till after them. 


Dion ſetteth vol ne thee Euilsi in the wozld,that exceed / 
usr. the cheoleſt of which, he accounteth 


neca affirmeth, Tere 


. them,as loathſome 


fitter fo the ſame; all 


We © —ꝛ— . 


8 dis Marriage 


cattell: a heauie a 
: and an ouer pꝛoude and vlurping Tp⸗ 
Þ ddeth her, If then we will be fre? from 
{cape theſe moze then helliſh miſerics , Jf 
MHetellus, Contentment , and with Caro 
ie, let vs bleſſe our ſelues from theſe Crol⸗ 
ſes, and flee from 1 ſe Moes to Men, as from moſt vene⸗ 


rant to him that 
ſuch Fiendes, a 


mous Scoꝛpions. And although the Wozld (in generall)can- 


not continue without them, pet map it increaſe, thcugh we 
in particular) do * like e-Ltopies Pigges S runne crying 


all others whatſoeh 
women, That ther 
Cankers are, Home 


eis not a wozle thing the thelſe conſuming 
doth waite, Euripides (etteth downe, Se- 


re they moſt excellently ill. Certainlp ſaith 
either theſe women were boꝛne of Mi⸗ 


men. 
nedian, counſelleth euery one te to ſhunne 
Todes. A pꝛetie litle faire one, but a mon⸗ 


Pied the Con 


ſtrous great Euil, | 


Protagoras mar 


being demaunded wk Jy he did not rather venture vpon this 
Cate oflife when he was youngand luſtie, and thcrefoze far 


al our fo; his 1 that then hee — 


lated velſellofba A dulterie: a — bad kind of — 
ww inſuppoꝛtable clogge: a meſt fretting 


| rexce auoucheth, and Ariſtophanes openly 
. feftificth; Allof them exclaiming with once voice, that as they. 
are paſſing bad, ſo e 
Cicero àgainſt Ver 
ces, 02 oy the Ui , were bzought into the a by wo⸗ 


af thou hapned vpon (quoth Ariſlippus ) 8 
to a friend ok his, the had gotten a faire, but yet a litie wife. 
ping a daughter of his owne vnto hig 
enemp, gaue out tha he could not haue done him a moꝛe no⸗ 
kable diſpleaſure, theh to giue him a wife. A god old Father 
marrping a wife, wh In be was aged x well ſtroken in peres, 
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and Wiuing. 


wiſe and pꝛouident, but now he doted like an olde fwle. Let | 
vs then banniſh (as vnp:ofitable Creatures) all Women | 
from vs, and let vs abandon and exile all wining from a- 
monglſt vs, ſince they are giuen and beſtowed as fit pzeſents 
pvpon our deadlieſt enemies, and depꝛiue vs of our right wits | 
and ſences, making vs to become as wile as Weodcocks, 
Diogenes the Cinichę, being aſked at what yeares a 
man ould marrte , ſaid, that in youth if was twſone, and 
in his age ta late: imitating Thalet, who (as J tolde you bes | 
ſdꝛe) vſed like weapons as theſe ſame , in his owne defence; 
and to one that had patched vp ſuch a beggerly ptece of bot? 
ching wozke, Sy2rha ſaide he, to a litle werte meate, thou 
haſt gotten a great deale of ſower and bitter ſawte. 
vl This Diogenes, although he was waiward, pet was 
hee wittie, and paſſing pleaſantly conceited , though crabs 
bedly fauoured , wha comming one day hy an Oliue Tres, 
ypon which certaine women had hanged themſelues, Now 
A would fo God (quoth he) that all other Tres would bung 
fw2th ſuch kinde ol fruite as this dotg. 

Menander, after he repoꝛteth, that the bell Woman 
\ the wozld , is the wo2lk thing that euer Nature created, 
toncludeth, that we ſhould rather burie them aliue, then 
dare once bee ſo bolde as foz to marrie with ame one of 
them. 
VeArriut agreeing with th ele foefaid two Philoſophers, 
leking ol Pacuuiut, a fewe Graftes of certaine Trees , vps 
on which thꝛer of his wines had hanged themlelues oꝛderly 
in ſequence, one after an other, doth manifeſt and make ap⸗ 
parant moſt clearelp, by theſe their ſpeeches and pꝛoceedings/ 
how peſtilent / a poyſon this ſubfil ſexe of Exe is, and howe| |: 
lathſome and abhominable the name of Wife is to be ags| ||| 
| counted of, and conſequently how happie he is, that is not 
wirried by this kinde of thee Mlle: and how foztunate he 
Jay thinks bimlelle rightly to be , who being in _ with / 
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Wet not chen tuch 3 be without them bade to . them, noz 
theult their fingers fwliſhly into the fire when they need not. 
He that taketh | wife ( laith Heſiodus) is like a bauſed Wark 
* =» toſt and tumbled f and fro with the pt windes and 
1 | ' raging tempeſts of vnfriendly and malicious Foztune, Ye 
| BR else himſelfeagaflave, andbuyeth a troub me ſute in 
—_  -- litigious lawe , th tentereth into Matrimonp, ſaith Paror- 
mitanus the Abbot, And that renowmed Dzato2 Varro, is of 
opinion, that he that will neuer fall a wꝛangling, muſt line 
15 without one ol theſe ſhe tempting crabbed Comfoꝛters. 
. Heſiodus meaning hereby, that a Wife is the Correllatiue, 
* and as contrary as Foztune : and the other twaine, that ſhe 
is woꝛſe then anybadlaw matter, oꝛ contentious ſufe what⸗ 
ocuer, Do as he hatt is acquainted what excelliue coſts and 
charges, what eycteding paines and troubles, what great 
1 daungers and perils, what loſte und miſeries, and what de- 
_—_ - ſpaire and vnquietneſle of minde, hipwzackes and ſutes of 
i | lawe do bzing men vnto , may eaſily gather and conceine, 
with what ſweete quiet, and pleaſing eaſe, with what great 
aduautage and ſare ſafetic, and with what ſufficient ſatiſtac⸗ 
tion, happte ſecuritie, and gladſome contentment, they paſſe 
their time that line without theſe old ſhe Sathans;the Ouer⸗ 
kinde ; and we that know the ſame, let vs 
hold it foꝛ Canonicall,and leaue them as Apocripha, not to be 
beleeued, noꝛ woꝛthie to be conuerſed withall 5 except vpon 
extreame need and neceſlitie. 
Dinine Plato and graue Appolonins Thaw ( beſides an 
- .. infinitnumbermo2e, needleſſe as now forepeate) all which, 
pe knowledge and wiſedome, as the woꝛld 
mire them, lined all their lines time Celiber, 
1171797 agentes,achelers, in al happines and 
bleurdnes g might be. And ſo likewiſe as had Socrates E Eu- 
c:dires done, had nut a certain law fo2bid the cotrary amongſt 


, ns then) totake iu 


f * one of theſe women 5 but a bzace of 
5 em 


TY Vida” 


chem fogither at one time fo2 failing. . 
The Eſſei, akindeof Philoſophcrsamongſl the Jewes, 
\abhozred this oꝛder of Matrimoenx. | 

Atfiowm Terence, thought hunſelfe moſt happie, analy | 
becauſe he had neuer bene troubled with theſe vnruly filly | 
lollies: And Demea his brother, he reputed as vnfoztunate, | 
fo2 that he was infected with this kind ol plague. And to cot 


. certaine Go Bok üngeth thus. 


Fle neuer care #44 k now, nor ſuffered fois, 
Who alwates liued hath without 4 wife. 


r 
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Shall we then making no account = theſe graue Exam» 
| ples, Counſels, and Experiences, wilfully runne into our | 
obne daunger? Shall we with the folith Sole, leape out of 
the panne into the fire e Not ſo, J hope, it we lone to kerpe A 
dur bones whole, our bodies in helth, and our ſelues in ſound | | 
ſkinnes: except we ſhould follow the aduiſe. of a certaine no⸗ 
table politicke and merrie conceited Gentleman now liuing, | 
who being entreated by a friend ol his to tell him it he ſhould | 
take a life, if carry her away with him, ik touch her, and if 
put the King on her 2 Yes man ( quoth he what elſe 2 J would 
baue vou vſeto ſuch a Saint as a Mile is, all ſuch like Ceres | 
monies: marrie withall, he added this: that he ſhould take | 
E her, but by the haire ol her head: he ſhould carry her, but vn⸗ 
o the next Niuer: he ſhould touch her, but with a god Ba⸗ 
[Kinado: aud put the Ring on ber, but pet though the Noſe, | 
like a beaſtly Buffala, oꝛ roting Sowe: and ſo ſending het 
packing with her paſpoꝛt to the next Uilage of Little Cale, ö 
\neuer moꝛe to come after him. i 
| The learned Petrach exhoꝛteth vs to chunne women, 
E. \not as we would oꝛdinary kinde ol Serpents, but as if they 
were murthering Baſfiiſkes , auouching that they kill na 
voy then the others with their — ſhadowes, io” 5 1 


f Marge 4 


"of with their paintin as of white and redde : with their glaun⸗ 
ces, that is theit ſubtil iwkes and falſe eyes; with their ens 
chanting whiltles, that is their flattering e glauering ſpech, 
Beſides he ſaith, that ſuch a man only is rid ol afroward, 
+1 diſoaintull,and tttiſh wife, that doth not marrie at all. 
©. Whereupvn| Alp honſus Ring of Aragon, was wont me⸗ 


85 rily to ſap, that then only the wedding life would be pleaſing, 


and quiet, wh the huſband ſhould be deafe, and the god⸗ 
wife blinde, becauſe the female Sexe is ol ſo ſmall diſcretion, 
as fo2 euerie (mall foy ſhœ will be iealous, and tealouſic bꝛin⸗ 
geth alwayes ſazxo as an Appendix with it: from whence 
| ſpꝛings bꝛaw ing and pawling, grunting and groning, mum⸗ 


ping and moanin howling e gnaſhing of teeth: with which 
(as in aPozice daunce with iangiing Belles) they make 
deale and toꝛment the miſerable and wꝛetched buſbandes, | 


they then wiching but to to late) that they had gone to the 
galtowes to be ev, when they firſt went to the Church 
to be thus mattyꝛed thꝛough Mariage, in ſuch a lamentable 
and continuall faſhion. But neither are the one deale, neither 
the other blinde, and there loꝛe neuer can this kinde ol life be 
quiet oꝛ peate able at any time, ſuch a Cafterwawling keeps 
theſe kinde of ſcr; tchingKitlings, Thenis chien Salliatd / 
foz vs fo daunce i we be wie. 
Achilles T acjins of Alexandria, not content to haue ſaid 
with Caries, that a wife if che be faire, is verie badde, and 

that it ſhe be foule, ſhe is & double miſchiefe, and a terrible 
miſfoꝛtune: no: with Clinias to bee amazed and tu wonder, 
how a father can haue ſo hard a heart as to condemne his 

ſonne, being his owne fleſh and blod,ta ſuch an infinit great 
infelicitie as he doth, when he fozceth him to take a wife ; but 
his cenſure is, t th no other thing was that bitter and inſup- 


poztable plague which /one being incenſed againſt Prome- 
cheus, fog ſtealing fire from en did inflict "wn bun in 


To 
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| after the ſame way that 3 do) to ſerue their turne: And il firſt 
| they wil remember that the reaſon only, why the handes of 
Prometheus were tied with a Ring of Jron , and aftcrward: | 


To Me: men mortall fo 19 nk Fire, 


In ſhowe of What ſeemes good, ſo bad a thing. 


Le vine to them; that louing in deſire, 4 


They to them ;ſelues by lowing gwoe ſhall bring. 


tyat he was bound to a great ſtone, the auncient and learned 


ſoꝛt wouldgine vs to vnderſtand thereby, that the Ning, from 
that day foꝛward ſhould ſigniſie the Nierogliſical (ate ol ma⸗ 
trimonp:ſceing that by the ſame(as a moſt Fnecclary ceremos | | 


by) 1t is continued itil by them, and vſed (at this day) by vs 


in weddings: they viſfering from vs in this pointonely, that 
bohereas at the firſt, their Ring was ol plaine Iron, in which 
was put ſome baſe oꝛ fimple ſtone, of litle oꝛ no value af all, 
we giuing our ſelues to new fangle wantonnelſe, and to the 
vanitie ol our time, wil haue ours wꝛought moſt curiouſly, | 
with the moſt richeſt and pꝛetious Jewels that can be found 


in all the wozld, 1Beſides Pu hagoraàs iudgement is, the Ring 0 


doth impozt, noꝛ meane nothing elſe, but bondage, flauerte, 
and hardneſſe of life, Such then as ſhall conſider oftheſe cir / 
cumſtances, may eaſily call to minde this laſt interpꝛetation: 
(and Tacitus being as wel of this opinion as my ſelf, ⁊ Sah 
and Heſfodus, agreeing with vs in the ſame) to be verie nece6 | - 
arp and not much varying from the purpoſe at all: which 
ib it bee ſo, it then conſequentiy followeth, that not anie 
one thaf is in his right ſences , ought to ſeeke to marrie: 
— C 2 becauſe 


= 
Then to place a wife at his fide, as a iuſt ſcourge and cha | 
| iiſement foꝛ ſo greeuous a fault. Which interpꝛetation, als | 

though at the lürſt apparance it ſeemeth to bee meant others | 
' | wilez ſcemingas it were of a moꝛe higher nature: vet is if | 
| not forightly tatzen in another ſenſe, but that J can bzing the | 
| fame to ſerue my purpoſe molt fitly,. (if others ſhallapplie it | 
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to auopd and 


/ becauſe it is ther naturall pꝛopertie ok all that liue, fo deſire 
aud pꝛocure their owne god: and contrariwiſe, to deteſt and 


abandon, that that is ill fo; themſelues, as this ſhould be ſoꝛ 
anp man, that ſhould venture to enter into this troubleſome 
Cate of life, HY 4 


" Laffly. Philo, the comical! Poet, ved to ſay that he 
did not much maruell at him, that had once ventured him- 
lelfe vpon the ſeas, but he did exceedingly wonder at him, that 
comming ſafe ta lande, returned againe thither: npz ſo like⸗ 


wile at him that was once married, but at ſuch a one as had 


moꝛe then once tried that koꝛtune: it ſexming vnto him, that 
as it was an oꝛdinarꝑ and light matter to commit an crrour 


oz want of experiente, ſo likewiſe was it moꝛe then incredi⸗ 
blk beaſtlineſſe, that any ſhould be ſo ſottith as to thꝛuſt him⸗ 


ſelfe afreſh into a giddie maze ol infoztunes and miſeries: ha⸗ 
uing experimented the ſame, not a lite vnto his coſt molt bifs 
terly befoze, e. 
Pet that learned man alledged not the ſame reaſon why. 


he wondꝛed at ſecond marriages , of whom Fontanus ſpea⸗ 


keth, who being demaunded of Caron why he married not 


againe, ſeing he had ſo god foꝛtune in his firſt choyle:anſwe⸗ 


red, b:cauſe he well knew, that what was raſhly begun, fil 


dome oꝛ neuer happened twiſe well done: ſecretly inkerring 


hereby that to take a wife was the Act of a hairbꝛaine, wilde, 


and raſh fellow, [Witch Act we will not allow dur ſelues: 
meaning not to accoſt,no not as much as to the firſt 15zidale, 
hun all ſuch pꝛoteedings as are not ſeconded 
and boꝛne out t thꝛdugh the pz uiledge and authozitte of Uer⸗ 
tue her ſelfſe. 
But let vs nov leaue all thele antiquities aſi de, although 
20ceeving from the moſt learned and wiſeſt men, and come 
to ſound reaſontz and right Piuicſophie : fo2 by the ſame,con- 


fiſting chicfly of to points, will Jeꝛderly pꝛoue, that we 
bought not in any wiſe to marry, Firſt, ſoꝛ the baſe indignitie 
And cOrupt wiſuſdnes ol wonjens nature zand ! econdly,bes 


cauſe 
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| otherwiſe, From whence then J maruel, can any pleaſures 
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cauſe fo many milchiels happen vnto their huſbands, chꝛogh 
their ouermuch ſelle. wild folly, and 0 to peuiſh e 
nelle. 
Beginning then thus: J ſay that all uch Creatures as 
are moztall, do participate and take of their ſere 02 kinde, not 
only in what is Jadiniduall, as wel of god oꝛ euil ( whereup⸗ 
on ſuch being the humane nature, it ſuffereth likewiſe thele 
qualities) but it is a moſt cleare caſe, that Man, being the Art 
and Foꝛme, as (indeed he is) doth follow, and take what is 
ga): and ſo by this reaſon, the woman is made of that part 
that is woꝛſt. Now ik the nature ofgo?2,is to auoyd(as much 
as lizth in his powzr) from what ts badde, ſurely then ought 
Man to renounce and abiure Mining and Parriage: a 
not aff: the ſame in any wiſe. 
Alle and abiect(and not alone and ſimplie vnderſtod)ars 
all ſuch things, that haue not in themſelues, their owne pꝛo⸗ 


per endes. But ſuch a one is Woman, who was created foz / 


Pan, as witnelſeth Saint aul, and therefoꝛe imperfect an 
vile: as being not framed foꝛ any other reſpec oꝛ vle, then 
foꝛ a Receptacle of ſome of our Excrementall humoꝛs: ſtan 


| o ding vs in the ſame ſterd, as the 15!adder,the Gaull,and ſuch 


other vncleanly members ol our bodie doth vuto vs, and 0 


delight ſpꝛing rightiy from her: 
Anicen boꝛiteth (diſputing ofthelt queſtions, whoſe aw 


| | thozitiets allowed as authenticall, by SD. Z homes Aquinas) 
; | thatifyou conſider ſome one thing, you ſhall finde that the 
ſame hath not within it ſelf, his ſubſtance oꝛ ellence, the truth, 

nioꝛ the necellitie: but it it reteiue the ſame outwardlp, and b 


- | other meanes, vou ſhal perceiue the Dppolites of thele, to bt 


pꝛoper vnto it: in ſuch wiſe , as it wil fall to take the name ol 


Non Ens: of that that hath no being: of Falſe, and Jmpoſſi- 
: | ble: as the termeofDarke oꝛ Obſcure, is attributed vnto th 
the Aire, by realon ot the boꝛrowing and helpe, which it 5 
kelh or Light: heboing by that meanes cleare and bzicht,. 

| C 3 id 
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; Of Marriage: | 


Holo this being graunted, J applie it thus: Che Wo- 
, man that hathno being, but only what is giuen vnto her(as 
it were of Almes) from the ribbe of Man, hall without doubt 
_ fall vnder this i us conſideration of ſach a New Ent. 
being Hothing, oꝛ a thing without ſubſtance. But will pou 
haue wozſe, 02 rath er ſhall J ſpeake moze truly: Why then 
thus. Nhat thing ſocuer is bone by chaunce, beũdes the ins 
tent and meaning of Nature, is a foule fault, a wicked vice, 
oʒ a hatefull monſter, the ſame not conſenting vnto ought but 
fo that which is 1 moꝛe perfect in their kinde,which is 
1 Pan. 
13 = But then by bis Argument, a woman (that as Avifto: 
l PE the Pꝛince ofthe Periparerickes, affirmeth) is ſo bozne, muſt 
needs be a Creature, imperfect, coꝛrupt, and defiled. Let vs 
not then bathe our ſelues in ſuch loule puddles. 

Alter the ſame maner is Woman boꝛne, thꝛough the de⸗ 
fect of the Uertue Operatine , 02 the wozking power of Nas 
ture, as Ponſters are bzought foꝛth thꝛough defect, oꝛ thaogh 
ſuperabundance of matter, then is ſhe bozne Per Accidens: 
but theſe Accident things , arc by the Philoſopher compa⸗ 
red a litle befoze vnto the afo2cſaid things that haue no being, 
And that this En / may be changed from god to bad, and from 
badde to god, Ariſtotle teacheth Eudemus the ſame: And lo 
by this rule, a Woman , and Badde, ſhall be (after a ſoꝛt) 
—_... Syzonima , and by this meanes, the one ſhould impozt and 
bee olas much loꝛte us the other. Euery Woman would wil⸗ 

ugly bee a Pan, as euerie defozmed wzetch , a geodly and 
kaire creature: and euerie Idiot and Fole, learned aud wile: 
but all naturall inſtincts and motions, moue and bende from 
\ imperfect, to what is perfect: and from what is lame e wan⸗ 
teth, to that which is ful c oueraboundeth: ſo thẽ by this rule, 
the ſame woman is conuicted oftmperfection e delen: ſhe is 
othed ol p man that hath knownc her befoze carnally: where⸗ 
as thc on the cõtrarp, loueth the place where the fact was firſf 
done, as well as the . this being à moſl manifeſt pꝛofe of 
. = |Agreat 
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a great lofſe vnfo him, and a ligne ola kind ol gaine oꝛ digni⸗ 
tie vnto her. Then an vnwoꝛthie and contemptible thing is a 
woman. She is the particular influence of the Mone, as aps 
peareth by the conſtitution and complexion ok her bodie, con⸗ 
loꝛmable vnto the ſame:and by the fulneſle and emptineſſe ol 
both ol them all at one time. But from the Mone pzoccedeth| 
nothing but bad qualities, as our natural Philoſophers well 
know: neither from a woman commeth any thing p is god. 
Iv They are as Jſhouldhane told you befoze,ofqualitic 4 cont 
plexion, cold ⁊ moilt: the one appeareth by the ſoftnes of their 
lleſh, and by the bignelle + fulnelle oftheir bzefts,ſtrutting out! 
like cowes vdders: and the other is manifeſt though p = 
nelle ol their haire, and the (malneſſe of their growth, and 
Tpecially by rawneſſe of their blood which ilſueth — 
from them: and who are of ſuch complexion (beſives that foz 
the moſt part, it bꝛeedeth thick kleame, dꝛiueling ſpettle,x ſmo⸗ 
king vapoꝛs comming from the ſlomack)are continually fro- 
bled with dꝛopping Diſtillations, with rewmaticke Catars, 
with the ſolemne pain ofthe headach, with gowtie ſwellings, 
with ſcurup ſcabs, with loathſom puſhes, with mattry blains, 
with filthy ructing in the ſtomacke, with the falling uckneſle⸗ | 
with the gnawing grief of the entrailes, with the crucl colic; 
with the wofall /5ack paſſion , and ſuch like ſwerte diſeaſes; 
which as 4--/o:/e in his 9,bwke de Animalious,laith,o foꝛce 


d (41 21rit to be fle&pte 4 heauig Auggiſh owe, Hot 


maul  dnll;vnmindful+fo2getfull: ſimple 4 ſottiſh:cold x chilly: 
_ 'bnpleaſing evnſano)F7Tearfiulstimerous: alfoniſht+ ama 


UE _ tous + enuions:rkiom +loathſom: carpin' pot | 
bond z vain:curious epzecile; infatiable,afid bnlatilfied; jo 
ettiſh: T7 


ous eluſpitions: milerablexgconctous: 7 
EF rozant x all : p20n3 Einfolent ; boſd | impudent:a great li 
a ſinofh dillembler:ſhe being not able to refitf-bu malt 
er dhe cirion 4 diſpoſition of je bodie/acco þ Vs 


to che opinion o ato.Xenocrates, Ariſtotle, and gt: 


news | 
fans) Ey reaſon of the e fe pt e 9 
er and the lame, . = 


Rknence and rule, 


to the Epheſians : 


1 
P cm 


Of Marriage 


By the Conuerſation, Ule, and touching, the Nature of 


things oft times are ſo ſtrangelp altered, as they reteiue new 
habits, nouel cuſtomes, and fozreine qualities, quite repug⸗ 
nant to that which is their owne, The falt turneth that into 
his nature, wherwith he is couered. One of the Grathounds 


of Hau gu loalhing to follow che Yare,leapcth into the poz- 


redge pot. 
And Origen affirmeth, , that the Bunter dzalveth vnto 


7, „ the Is ofbzute beaſts, inſterd of better game. 


And 7/atoes conteit is, that to reactount and tell of fearefull 
and hozrible matters, makes ſome kind of men lh:ewdly a- 
raid: and to ſet out awanton and laſciuious loue Viſtozie, 
maketh ſome others become verie wanton and cffcminate. 


But he that taketh a wife, liueth inſeparablę with a woman, 
aͤnd is with hir ſo ſtrictly vnited, as it is impoſſible to be moꝛe. 


ch a poꝛe ſoule do with himleife, lo be fre 
re, from frowardneſſe : and how can he 
ting a thouſand woꝛſe laultes then theſe 


Chen how ſhall ſu 
from mak Kon, fed 
oe from conymy 

63 


And to be baiefe,how may we moze apparantly perceius 
and know this inſuffictencie and vnhappineſſe of this vnluc⸗ 
kie Sexe of women, then in this onely, that God hath not 
vonchſafed to haue made and ſoꝛmed woman after his owne 
Image and liker elle, as he hath done Man: either abſolutely 
bnderſtod as it pleaſeth Theodoretus, 4 enerianus, and Gagne- 
ur, to interpꝛet the ſame, becauſe of the authozitie, pꝛehemi⸗ 
phich he hath x holdethi in this wozld, aboue 
all other liuing C eatures: as we read in Gene/fs,and in Paul 
2 reſpectinely ment; accoꝛding as 7 homes 
Aquinas noteth vpppn the Corinthient: (inlarging fo much 


that euen in the verie ſonles and mindes of vs men, Nature 


hath infuſed much moꝛe vigoz and face, then in the vnp;oft 
i fable: kindof won | 


en, 
once cur:Argament, The contri 


But let vs > col 


moꝛe this libertie nb authoꝛitie ſpoken of befoꝛe) affirming, 


AC Soo Ae LI EP, 


|  . andvnbareher head. And il there be any that by ſome other 
kind ol interpꝛetation oł᷑ this divine Image, hall go about 
[| to pzoue woman to bee wozthie of forne part of the ſame, 4 
aͤͤllure vou fo certaintie, that verie hardly oꝛ neuer can they 
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of effects, as be naturall, as ſuch as are vnderllod by Eler⸗ 

tion, ſhewe to be contrary in their beginnings, and alleadge 

(in their Authozs) cauſes foz the ſame : as Ariſtotle in his 
Topiches, in his Poltichęs, and in his boke intituled 4e Ce/o, 
ſetteth downe the ſame to be ſo. Now Paule commaundeth, 
that in the time of pzayer and p2zeaching, Man ſhould and 
with his head bare, and that women ſhould keep their vailes 
ſtill ouer them: and not alone in Churches, but as well in 
all other publique aſſemblies and congregations  alleadging | 
no other reaſon fo ſuche difference diſtinguiſhed betwerne 
them, then becauſe that men are the Images and glozie of 
God: which if it beſo, then ſay J, impoſſible it is that wo- 
man ſhould bee the ſame , ſ@ing the is fozbid to vnſhadowe 


|  bzingitfopaſle, to come fo neare to bee counted the verie 
|  Jmageot God, (to ble Sonauenters owne pꝛoper termes) 
as we haue done, as well becanſe of the pꝛobable eng 
bn ok the loꝛeſaid Dottoz ¶ Angelicus, alleadged befoze , as 
Alo in reſpea ot that which We chall hereafter — 

| , wozthie Auacuus, man ol great fame. Neither doth this re / 
pugne any thing that we haue ſaid, bicauſe that in the creatis 
blthe firſt man, it is ſaid that God made both man e woman: 
kaning their Arguments from thence, that therefoze there 
cannot happen betweene them Anterioatie of times, no: 
pꝛincipallities oꝛ degrees in their endes (as the Scholemen 
terme it): and leſſe doth it hurt vs, that it is ſet downe 
in the leconde of Gees , that befoze the Creation of the 
| Woman, God himlelfe ſaide (hauing reſpect vnto the en / 
— ofthe woꝛld) Lei vs male Ig * 
2s it from thoſe woꝛds wee might inferre, that they 

1 being both ot one and ſelfe * ſhould 8 


/ 


| % ——— —— i 
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god 02 bad. | 
gthe firſt Obiection, 3 anſwer with ve 
ke, intreating of ſucha matter, that 4. 


: fine, i in his ſirt Bw 
ſer in that place ſpeaketh of Women Potentialy, oz rather 
 Cauſnally;02 Seminaly,(foxſuchis his owne phzaſe) and not 

Aciualh, as he doth when he treateth of Man. 


Which thing well appeareth by the incompatibilitie (3 (as 4 


may ſay) of the wozds that were ſpoken, by which the aun⸗ 
tient figure of Plato might be renewed and allowed againe, 
This ſoueraigne Yiſtoziographer, Lawgiuer and Captaine 
of God; meaning by this wodd ON, thatfrom her 
the Uerfue Prodytive was included within Man him⸗ 
— as bp che effects following, we are ſatiſfted: moze at 
re. 
As fozthe ſecond, w e denying the Semen J will 
thewe the reaſon why J do fo: affirming, that amongſt like⸗ 


pold in euerp point, but rather that it chaungeth and turneth 


fo2 the moſt part amongſt thoſe of diuers kindes, accozding 


vnto ſome confo2mitic. 02 p2opoztion of the ſame : as it we 


hould ſap, that ſcience changing, to that that is to be knowne, 


were like vnta the ſenſe, with that that is ſenſible ; o2 rather 


theeye being inthe bodie ol Pan,reſembled the mind withs 


| in the in ward ſoule. 


Ariſtotle inhis Tupicler, letteth us downe uch Pell = 


dents, andſuch;\ Likewiſe doth Hilarius in his Treaties, 
where hediſconrſeth of Strmodes , and Epps; where he 
dilſputeth againſt the Democriti. 
UQAuguſtine theweth the ſame With examples, of Egs, of 
edtares and Hennes: with Wheate and Bꝛanne. And Siu, 
the Saneſt, with the Ouue, and the wude ollie Tre. 
Cbryſoſtome alle adgeth in p:ofe of this, the reſembling 
varietie of beaſtes, comparing them vnto Man, ſinning di⸗ 
- nerfly.UUe fre alſo the like by the Names that are attributed 
vnto God in the ſacred ſcriptures, one while giuing him the 


title 


* 


nelle ol things, thers is no neteſſitie that the ſimilitude ſhould 
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title of a 3 „another while ol a Lambe, and an other 
while of an inſencible Creature. 


not alwaies imbꝛacing the endes. So that, J conłeſſing elling (as 
ſo per C onſequence, in the Edentitie of the ende: J ſay and al⸗ 


how much as ſhe is imperfect, 
And know, that whoſocuer fo2 all this will moſt inſolents : 


terial and mixt, Man, onely poſſeſſeth (J ſay an by him- 
- Yonours, Which alone raiſe bim to that height ofgreatneſſe 


r NP IT Or PIER 
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and Wiuing. 


And to be ſhoꝛt, Saint uicnatineth the ſame in the 
firſt Chapter of his firſt Tomb, by the relation of Equalities, 


I haue done befoze, and now ſtill do) the Communttic of the 
Moman with Man, in her foꝛmall and ſpecilicall being: and 


firme againe, that by ſo much ſhe commeth behinde him, by 


ly and ouer ſaucily, vphold this ſecond poynt, beſides that, he 
Hall fall into the errour of the Audi, (who were of opts 
nion that God had a bodie fleſhly andmoztall as we haue, bx 
reaſon of the ukeneſſe of his owne ſhape which he had par- 
ficipated vnto vs) hee ſhall likewiſe be fozcev to confeſſe by 
the ſame Text, that there was no 'diltinaion of the Sexe, 


Chaiſt , ſhould iumpe and agree in Nature and lulneſſe of 
Grace: ſeing it is read in Deuteronomy, that Chꝛiſt as then) 


ſheuld come and deſcend from alpen ſo Moyſes humſelf 


did affirme, 
Amongtit all Creatures then, as well Irtelletuall „as Me 


ſelfe, diſtinguiſhed from Woman) cerfaine Excellencies and 


as you haue heard befoze ; which moſte willingly J woulds 


here (et fwzth , ik it were fit time and place ſo to dw, ms 


indeed (now) it is not. Pet is it a verie god place, and fi 
time to wonder and admire at the ozdinary pꝛelumption 


and audatious boldneſſe of theſe vnwoꝛthie women, who 


fo to malcpert and inſolent, dare with they2 Bꝛazen and 
bolde faces, venture to call themſelues mens Companions: : 


as alſo to bewaile and lament the common ignoꝛance and 


18525 ſimplicitie oł vs men ws” this poynt, that without 


betweene an and Woman : fo2 otherwiſe, Moyſet and 


bung 


2 
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bling any oꝛderly reſpect at all vnto dur owne wozthinelle 
and wozth, wee do fill ſoſeruily and abiealy abaſe our 
ſelues, as to yclve vnto theſe deuouring and painted ſepul⸗ 
chꝛes, daining to ſtrike ſaile ſo low, as to ſtoupe to our — 
uũiſh inferiours: when not only (beſides what is befoze re⸗ 
peated) God himſelfe in G eneſi, molte manileſtiy placeth 
them vnder vs: as likewile doth Saint Peter, in his firlf 
Chapter. So doth Saint Paule to the Coloſſiaus charge 
them, to the Corinthians willes them, and to the Zphe/i- 
ane, commaunds them to be obedient and to ſubmit them⸗ 
ſelues vnto vs. 
And the ſelte ſame Apoltle writing vnto the two laſt mens 
fioned Citties, addeth: that woman was created foz Man, 
5 i EY. and not Pan foz Woman, and that Man is the Head 
; of the Woman „ | as our Sauiour Jeſus Chailt is chieke 


. the members, as ouer the handes , ouer the farte, and auer 
| Fa the rell? and ſhall the ſame goutie fwte be ſo ſaweie, oꝛ ſo ſelfe⸗ 
 conceited , as to perſwade it ſelfe that ſhe is as god as the 
head 2 Becauſe then the wife becomes as a mixt ſubſtance 
with him whom thee weddeth , (euerie one ol them as anew 
Salnaxe,with her Hermites, renuing dailp Hermophradites ) 
' Halltherefoze , that which is taken which is the Woman, 
come to be equall with that which taketh, which the Bul⸗ 
bl band 2 Fozfwth no. 
3 And lo in like maner, hal not the bodie be of eſſe account, 
_ and lefſenoble then the ſoule, although aſſone as ſhe inue⸗ 


ſteth and inco2pozateth her ſelf in the lame, they both line and 


due ſo entierip togither, neuer parting at all one from the o⸗ 

ther (as the wife doth oltentimes from the god man) but liue 

nnited togither vntil death them depart⸗ I think it hall be lo, 
and that great differente is betwirtthem. - 

Then (wozthie Gentlemen let vs rowſe our ſelues ont of 

this dꝛowiſie flce eepe, thaking theſe baſe conceits of ſubiecti- 
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4 


ouer the Churche: ſhall wee then bee head ouer ſome of 


mes „ and. let him that is a Pan, 
| own: 


meane this honour andglozte due vnto him, beſfowing it vps| / 


ret are they content with their ſtate in which they line , they! 
lels, vnto what vie he pleaſeth, Thereloꝛe let her be ſatiſs 


and VV1uing. 
thew himſelle by this abſolute power hee hath , fo be ſach ; a 
one indeed, noz let him hencefozward part ſtakes, with that 


which God willeth he ſhould keepe wholie vnto himſelfe: J 


on theſe women ſo farre vnfit and vumeet fo2 the ſame ; foz 
who ſhall ſo do, not onely ſheweth himſelfe vnwozthie of ſo 
great a gift, but allo not a little offendeth the Almightie one, 
whois the giuer of the lame, And let her that is a woman, 
ſuppzefle and keeps e her ſhameleſſe pꝛide , andouers 
bold raſhneſſe, and not with aſpiring Lucipher, pzefume to 
arrogate that place vnto her, to which ſhe is not called;others 
wiſe, ſhe is like to receiue like greeuous puniſhment as hee 
did , allotted vnto her foz the ſame foule offence. Neither 
muſt ſhe repine noꝛ grudge, if ſhe haue not ſo high a place as 
man hath, ſince the Angels themſclues want the ſame, oat 


knowing that it is in the hands of the Potter to make veſ- 


fied,and thinke ſhe is well vſed, to be placed in the ſecond de⸗ 
gree , J meane betweene man and vnreaſonable creatures, 


whichi is (of right) herromth, taking the name, either ol a 


childe new conceiued, as is the opinion ol Hippocrates, oz elſe 
of one leſſe,ofa Demie man, after the aduiſe of e uerroiec. 


parant diſtinction at all, 
But (perhaps) ſome willthinke J roue tw much atlarge 

thcrefoze J will (now) come vnto my other pzomiſe , one ol 
the chicke pillars and groundes of mine argument , 


ſelues „ 02 by reaſon of ſuch childzen as they bzing unte 
thoſe to to carelefſe and vawarie hul bands, who tovnluckts 


2 vpon them: which 5 poynt J will not handle as? 
3 


Neither let them thinke, this ſtrange, oꝛthat they be hardly Es 
handled herein, when as Plato waifeth after much conſidera⸗ 

tion and ſtudie had about them, affirming in the ende, hee; 
could not find betweene them and the bzutith beaſts, any apy 


; which 5 
Was of ſuch euilles , as women, either by their o , 


7 
i. 
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is ſhe, that ſcarce hath bin two daies in her huſbands houſe, 
but will traight (as it che were a Pzinceſſe)makengw laws 
andoꝛdersʒ that wilnot find fault with his eſtate e liuing; that 
wil not curſe her father in law + raile on her huſbands ma⸗ 


( If Mat ria ge 


did the other Allegozily ; Z auouching authozities and argu⸗ 
ments fo2 to pꝛooue the lame: but as it were repoꝛting a 


tale oz Hiſtoꝛie, 4 will thewe what happeneth daily by 


experience, and what is put in pꝛadiſe not a little cuery 


houre, to the Ho ſmall wondzing and amazement of you 


all, 
' Fo2what woman is che that marrieth „ but befoze her 


| baſ band can come to take the 4/zy of her ſower ſwertnelle, 


bath not wearicd and fired him with her cheating and cun⸗ 


niketching ſo many toyes and bables, to furniſh themſelues 


withall , as wer ſe now adaies in euerie one of their kinds 
in a maner) to weare about them,they making their bodies 


to ſheb like a Pedlers ſhop ol new fangled deuices: this bes 
ing a moſt manileſt ligne, and aninfallible token of their oꝛ⸗ 


dinarie lightneſſe t wantonneſſe of mind? what new ſpouſe 


ther that will not ſet her huſband and his b2ethzen togither 
by the eares; that will not wꝛangle with his kindꝛed; go to 
cufs with her maids,and abuſeher men with tearms, ſcarce 
fit fo2 villaines: and laſtlp, is ſo loſtie and pꝛoud, that euery 


ching ſtincketh in her noſe? Nhat is ſhe, but that at her firlt / 


comming, with her ribald inuentions, x falſe and foꝛged ſug⸗ 
geſtions, doth not depziue her huſband of his oldeſt t deareſt 
friends, they being the beſt part ol his owe ſelfe, making 


him to hate and deteſt ſuch as do molt dearly lone,honoz and 


account of him? What is ſhe, but that within a while after 


ſhe is married (as if it were her bounden dutie to make 


ſpoyle and hauocke, and not conſerue and be a god huſwilfe 


oz her huſbands pꝛofit neuer leaueth to tire and wearie 
him and fo fall out with him, one while fo2 one foliſh thing, 


and an other while fo2 an other? What is ſhe that doth 


8 * him wi one bitter pill oz an other, confinually - 


ue 
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{ | claimcth that thou dareſt not truſt her: if thou rideſt 
about thy bulinefſe abzoade info the Countreys „ hee 


and flie from her companie : and if thou ffay not fill 
- | ſpending thy time idlely by her, as no wiſe man will 


| | Halt quite foꝛgotten and abandoned her loꝛ euer: if thou 


and VViung. 


the infinitnelle of her wealth which ſher bꝛought vnto him? 
That is ſhe, but doth in (mall time poyſon him, ik either her 


louſie foꝛ him? and to conclude, what huſband is he, but 
as one growne deſperate thꝛough his Wiues bad vlage to⸗ 
wards him, had rather die a thouſand deathes then to 
liue with her , ſeeing that ſhee taketh all hee doth, 


quite contrary vnto his god meaning: neuer making 


account of any kindneſſe hee beſtoweth vpon her „ but 
in lieu thereof, gineth him enery minute of an houre 
ſharpe tauntes, ouertywart aunſweres, froward repinings, 
bitter complaints, and moſt impudent lies, fil to dilgrace 


caftingt in his teeth, either the noblenelle of her birth, oꝛ elſe . 


be ſuſpicious of her, o2 ſhe franticke and madde with iea⸗ 


bim 


If thou commit the charge and gouernment of thy 


{ | houſe vnto her, ſhee greeueth and crieth out that ſhe 
is ouermuch troubled „ -groaning- as it were, to haue 

bo heauie a burthen thꝛowne vppon her: if thou doeft 
not rommit the managing thereof vnto her , thee ex⸗ 


|| then ſayth, it is an excuſe and deuiſe , onely to ſhunne 


dꝛ ougyt, except hee be out of his wittes: why then thou 


keepeſt within dwzes, ſhee imagines thou doeſt it to watch 

her as a ſpie: and if thou goeſt abꝛoad, ſhele thinke thou 
canſt not abide her: if thou bee troubled with any thing 
in thy minde , ſheeaffirmeth , that tis nothing but malice 


E1 thou beareſt viifo her: fthou cateftnot,ſye fulpects nothin 
| | thee doth can content thee. = 
Dlerpe thou ſoundly , ſhee then thinketh thou art 


wearied with hauing taken thy pleaſure ſomewhere elle 
Vut ik thou ſleepe not , thentis becauie the minde runneth + | 
ue 
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_, bpon ſuch awench 02 an other : ſalute by chance as thou 


' walkeft , any young Gentlewoman thy neghbour , 03 


acquaintance, ſtraight thou art naught with her: and pꝛaiſe 
but the behauiour ot bewtie of ſuch a one oz her like, her will 


tell ther thou art in loue ſirreuerence with her. Stay out 
moꝛe then thy wonted houre about ſome caracſkmatter, the 
perſwadeth her ſclfe,that then thou art a wenching, Ik thou 
falleſt ſicke, then nk banneth and curſeth, ſwearing that lhe 


is bꝛought into an 
be but ſicke ol the , then muſt thou in deſpite of thy 
teeth, be ill tw fo; companic: ſo much mult thou turmoile and 
take paines about her. Af che greeueth, tyou mutt greeue tw; 
and if ſhe put finger in the eye, thou muſt werpe tw fo; god 
_ fellowlhip;otherwile ſhe rozcth out like Bull of a Baſan, that 
ſhe ſeeth very well thou doeſt hate her, that thou canſt not 
abide to ſtay by her „and that thou thinkeſt long till ſhe kick 
up her herles, and make a die And to conclude, ſhee will 
neither ſay no2 do any thing but all by contraries , ſuch 
and ſo vile is their peruerle and Diabolicall nature. 


Nou it to theſe greruous and inſuppoztable behauiours, 


we ſhall adde the heauie croſſes of their continuall alarums 
of dilcontentments and bzawles ; why then theſe be oꝛdina⸗ 
- rily the croſſes of theſe miſcrable meu: and theſe iangling 
peales do they ring continually vnto them, 
LE Well (ſaith Dame ?arne/ ) yet happie is ſuch a Gen⸗ 
| flewoman, fozſhe hath ahuſband that maketh much of her 


inderd: O what a ine gowne che had vpon her this mozning, 
age about it, is wozth moze then any 


the very lace and fry { 
thꝛer ol the beſt that euer J pet woze,fince J was firſt bozne: 
And what rich iewels and great oꝛient pearle had ſhee about 
her necke ? but her Rings, her Girdle, her Purſe, her rich 
2 s,ſoſwetely perfumed, they paſt, and were the richelt 
that euer J ſaw, Mell may ſhe ſhew her ſelfe amongtt 
the 2oudeft, and walke where ſhe pleaſeth , not a litle vnto 
* credit: bat I * ſoule, cannot with mine honoz loke 

oof 


ſpitall ; and let her fall ſicke inveed , 02 
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duk of doꝛes, noꝛ ſuffer tiny fo tome and vilit me, ſo much am | 
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J kallen out of reparations, f 5 want öl god apparell. Be⸗ 
kides, happie is my Lady ſuch a one, koꝛ ſhe is vſed with all 
reſpec and compliments, of Courtiy ceremomies, befitting a a 
right wife, where J am ſcaree made account of as they dow a 
common ſernant, foꝛ ſhe niay goe abꝛonde here and there as 
beſt liketh her, without nerding either to giue account where 
che hath bin, oꝛ al king any leaue to take her pleaſurt: Whileſt 
A all the day long ſit wearing out my fingers ends with ſows | 
ing and working, as it J were a litle gyꝛle ſet tom taſke, 02. 
elſe like a baſe Rulion, muſt attend on my kitchinſkutfe and 
- cokeriein the Ritchin, and carte tan J go to Church to ſerue 
God, but that at my returne, I am fo baited at, that a dogge 
would neuer endure ſach a life as J do. But what want an 
the reſt of my neighbonrs and kindꝛed e Martie nothing at 
all, they can but al ke and haue: but demand and ſtraight it is 
bꝛought vnto them. Foz haue not they all their houſes lurni⸗ 
ſhed with all ſuch tuffe as is requiſite ſoʒ the ſame! haue they 
not Gentlemen to attend vpon them, wayting women to lol⸗ 
low them: haue they not theyꝛ Coches, to take the aire when 
they liſt : and may they not, if they ſo like, go foztheir recreati⸗ 
or vnto their gardensofpleaſure,aridbanquettinghouſes in 
the Summer time? pes, ves, they haue but what they will. 
Wut 3 (J thinke Jam accurſt ) what haue J?what want 32 2 
- whoaftends on me: and what followers haue J: where are 
my ſeruants? nay rather vnto whom am not J a ſeruant? 
ell well J ſap no moꝛe, J ſe there is not any woman in 
al dur Citie wozfe-vſed then J am, ſo J am, and yet J know 
no reaſon why J ſhould be thus dealt withall: fo; though 
A ſaꝝ it my le 
they are, as wellfanoured as they, as well bone and as | 
rich: nay then J will fay moze then J ener thought to haue 
done: They haue many fayltes that J have not, and 
want thole god qualities that A eniop: J by Gods body do | 
1 they want them, that cher d do. | 


that ſhould not ſay ſo, J am as young as 


E And | 
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. + oy haning ſo.ſain, andwzinging out two oz tit little 

—_— little tinie teares (ard thoſe God he knoweth with much 

3 BY a ado)they begin a freſh ſkirmiſh as their faſhion is and 
* pꝛocerd with they2 ſecond peale of rayling in this ſozt. 

- Butts ter 5 toꝛ q muſt nee 


plai the fole fo gr ly as.J baue dane, wha 

nat | icd with ſuch a Noble man, and with ſuch 
| a Countic,and h lea would very faine haue had 
me il J had bene — » all theſe tihꝛee being the bꝛaueſt 
and gallantel Gentlemen of all our Citie: and pet like 
a beaſt as à was (J thintze J was beuntcht , that J was) 
J woulde haue none of them., .onclp becauſe; X woulde 
_ match with him that knoweth not how to vſe. ſuch. a 
* one * I oh accowng vnto BY. eſtate and: weozthi⸗ 


a, 


dsſay, I haue rightly 
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n 4dlely any; going from one, baine and | 
| e „ cher concludeth at the laſfy 
that thou art 0 Carte wozthic to wipe her ſhwes, and 
4 daft and filth that commeth out of her fa- 
moze weozth chen all thy, xcuencwes, 


. 5 an al all the money voy nen ee foz hou E haping in tp 


F But nolo (moſt gracions, Auditozs what is her that 
. il mich an enemie vnto his owng ſelle, as to goe 
— N abguktglayour and to purchaſę that tying, which is naught, 
is * Vbvitisus, monitrous, impexlect, co: zupt, uncertaine, vile, wic- 
- ked;filthy, inconſiderate, dileaſcd, malicious, enuious, and 
4. 3d ſoz nothing and who is hee that lqueth himtelfe ſo it 
8 but bol ſhunns flie and abhozre thele (reward and walpiſh 
1 fits, theſe Nbeſame tronbles, theſe c;oaking peaxes, thels | 
dclperate paployiugs , their backbjtings and railings , and 
th:ſe diſcontentments and leathſome taſhions , thele re- 
pinings, grunting and grumblings, thele plagues and croſs 
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_ theſe atteripawling Gut e thele odde ilts, deniſcs, 
| and 


. 
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maoꝛe deeper, and letting paſſe thele afozoſaid gyenous afflictss 
ons (as they are moſt greeuous indeed) there is no doubt 
| | but we chall ttad, thät hechat is married, is intlicten with far 


| and villainies;theſe dener and bale iniuries, cheſe ſcones | 
- | | fullviſvaines , theſs continuall cafting of him in the teeth 
| molt. ſpifefully „ with 1 5 9 8. ſuch peltilent trickes 
JE mo2ze? Surely A thinkenot ang dat 
| mae, 2977s [7 1.34 SLUR 2:09 UNRTI ONE O03 6217 
Bu let os teätchthis infections bolch and cozrupt vicer, | 


yn 


be fark? ſtaring] 


woꝛſe plagues then theſe are: detauſe that the Hulband muſt 


ve either rich oꝛ pe fit he be-pwze; he is then ſo:metancholic. 
aͤnd ſo much diſcontented, as he can neuer hane tomfoꝛzt, noa 
be merrie with her it he be rich and well to liue „ the then 
| groweth(o inſolent and high minded, hema no ure; 
account ol him then of an oꝛdinarie man. 
[|| Nett, ſhe muſt be kither faire and welt fanoured; 02 elle 
| || foulcato defo2med* if ſhe be this laſt, firſt thou art toꝛmen⸗ 


| | fed with her loathtomeneſſo eadry time thou lnokeſt vpon 
{ | her; a then commonlp ſuch vgly vugges a Its 


| ture in loue with euery one they ſee: amohaft t hich, cher als 
waies findeth lome one licoriſh fellow o2 other, that wiltake 
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paines to hunt in thine owne parke, irauing the hoznes of the 
deare o a temembꝛance tobothy fees , c thy gentle god 
will and kindneſſe: but il ſhe de fuire, Che then groweth to be 
| vaine,cap:ichivus;andtantaſtical;andwilinot ſticke to ging 
gut that ſhe is likes, and ſought foꝛ by 
that is a marke at which euer one ſhote 
but one man oꝛ an other wou hit the f anni iflong courting, 
it dutifull leruice „ oꝛ double diligent affendance ——_—_ — | 
ts ine her, pet perhaps, pꝛopernes ofperſonage will do be 
- that cannot pꝛeu 200, 01729! doubt, euher money, fins 5 


ery ery gallant: and ſher 
„lis ten tw one, 


ties; valour ofarm?s;ſweete: whiſpering pꝛaiers, inchaunts 


| ments,ſuvtill veniſes,0z willing foxcements, wilt win her at 
the laſt: all which arc meanes,by which diuers men diuerily 


| fndietobzingtharpurpoſe.voto ere ung W N 
E Bu 


dutious deuotion 


: ena”, Ag . 5 


time night and day 
villaine oꝛ ocher. 


of eſtate and dignitie, as they thought they were not ſubicct 


Of Ma rriage 


Wut ſay wat among fome hundꝛed Gouſands, there i is 
by great chance ſome one, who rather thꝛough defect of na⸗ 
ture, then fo2 any reſpen of vertue, pꝛeſerueth with much a⸗ 


do her honoz, thalte and vntainted, vet fo2 all this, ſhalt thou 


haue much ade with her, and perhaps moze then with the o⸗ 


ther: oz ſuch as theſe are, pzeſuppoſing they not onely do 


that which is thair duties , but rather much moꝛe then they 


ougyt, and that they wozke as it were miracles , will (fozs 
 faty2) haue vs to be 
the lame, king that we ſhould ſacrifice: vnto them with all 
and that as new Goddeſſes, we thoulder- 


wonderfullie beholding vnto them foz 


toll, pꝛaiſe, admire, and adoze them, 


Far And trulie Jmuſt needs ſay , that if there be any ſuch 
that line thus chaftely, ſhee is to be held as a wonder, ſeeing 
her nature coueteth rather to bee ſtill mthemivveſt of the 


Boꝛdellos and'bzothel-houſes , and there being, ta ſpend her 
with one infamous oꝛ inceſtious beaſtly 


mi, Quene of Soria: of Maſſalina, wilt to Claudius Co/ar 
the Empero::of Fanſtina, daunhter to an Emperoꝛ, and wiſe 
vnts a Philoſopher.⁊ Emperoꝛ of Martia, married tu Gucius 
Pompey:of Metella ſpouſe unto Lucius that Noble Romane 


of 04inpiamother tu Ala auer the great: and of Cleopatra 
Nueene of . gine, with tafinites of ſuch other: Baidewell | 


ſtuffe tall which, becauſe they found themſelues in that place 


neither vnto the danger of death, neither vnto any regard of 


their honaꝛs, followed ſo much the bꝛutiſh appetite of their 
inoꝛdinate and inſatiable luſt, as ſome ot them, not beeing 


tontent with mankind, would nerds put in pꝛactiſe fo enioy 


the deteſted companie of moſt loathſome,vefozmed,and fours 


fafcd beaſts, 


_ ny de gente to be ignoꝛant , lotliſh , 2 
f | le 


And not to falke of this age in which wee 
now line in, let but the olde woꝛld ſpeake in this matter of 
Paſiphae Nueano,J would ſay Queens of (andicrof Somura- 
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anz thing els wWhatloeuer beũdes thou hat done in any other 
companp:amongſt which, it is impoſlible but that in pꝛacelle 
of time, ſome ſuch things may chaunce to haue fallen out. as 
had bene far better inreſpectof the reputation æ honaꝛ of you 


to cdnuerſe amongſt her equalis: Thon halt none fit ts at⸗ 


ther, and thou none, then is it farre wozſe foꝛ ther, ſoꝛ the wil 
| alwaicsbehauntingthe, like vnta a Ghoaſt, pearingand 
pwing into thy dealings like a ſubtil ſpie: and neuer will the - 
giue ouer palping and bawling, finding one fault oz another 
ſtill with thee, ſaying: y daughter p2 oſpereth not, J know 


and VVI 


craſtie and learned, if the fir, win chen che a geh 
ping vp and downe, reuealing and-bewzaying, not onely 


what hath happened in pꝛinate betwirt thy ſelfe and her, bt 


both, to haue bene ſtit concealed, then made manifeſt auꝛoad 
vnto the whole woꝛld. And it thou happen on the other, thon 
art in as bad a taking: fo: he courteti the but n cocks comb, 


fle, and no better with her: ſhe will teache ther how to be- 


baue th ſelfe as it thou wert a ſwlea and haw to ſpeake, as if 
tqou wert an Alle: and in the ende thou ſhalt-growe to be a 
| common laughing ſlocke foz cuery bodie: foꝛ ſhe will neuer 


obey thes »noaſtanvinany n 5 nozany way bathe: 


any honouvozdutie,: *  » 
Dao likewiſe, either her olone eib 02 hob, 


and il thine be dead, then ſhalt thou finde thy ſelfe to be in a 
chꝛewde peck ol troubles: ſoz then haſt thou no bodie to teach 


her how to gouerne thy houſe and familie, to learne her how 


company her, noꝛ any with whom thou maiſt truſt her in thy 
abſence; oz when ſhe ſhall be abꝛoad. But it ſhe haue a mo⸗ 


— 


not what the reafon is of the ſame, but ſhe loketh euer day 
woꝛſe and wozle: I think J pꝛomile peu, ſhe taketh thought, 


and that it is becauſe you do not lone hex as vou ſhould and 
ought to 26 : you are to blame ( ſonne ) tell vou plainly that 


pou are: and thertoꝛe will haue her home vnto mine owne 
un to ſo if 3 can cÞcarc n ſoꝛ here you caule her 


| Þ; 
: 7 % 


thou being compared vnto her ſelf? : Thou art a god ſimple 


wege dne a — Har neee Ge che bath 


not bene vſen vnto this hard kinds of lle that che hath not: 


vou muſt et her ge abend When this pleaſeth to take the 
freſh2 are ; pon mult make much of her, 'atidl&thatſhe 
want.nothing, fo2 J:krjow? her nature'well:erwugh by 

He: is us god and as 10hing!a Childs as e. 
ner WMomän bart; ate wo2d getteth any thing at her 
handes but if vou vic her a litie vntandiy, tis à hundꝛed 
— — kill her: and theref02o it is grt at chame 


fo ou tgat q aue meet pott 
2 — 777 A: 3051 124 GHG Co ti on Hd 110408 

— gk cashüch lerthündmüp but ſhet 
turnes tow her daughter, to whome in tide! of rei 


membzing and putting her in mitwe ol the butie wich cuts 


ry marriod wife oturthj vnto her heilbdunt q her will per» | 
ſwade her; und uke her beltie that ſhjes alt to be halle 


maiſter with her huſband: and thereloꝛe il ſhee ber wile, thee 

will ſeeke to pleale and to content her owane ſelle. 
the : and that luci are heide and reputed? but tu? Tock 
nies and fwliſh Momen, that ſuffer. themſe lues to be rus 
led by cheyꝛ madde heaved:huſbands, telling her (that it he 
bid tyee done thing do thon ( my Güte) another.: It her 
faith X, do thou ſay no: I? he bid thee goto ſuch a place go 
thou to another place: r hæ will thee to weare ſuth a faſhi⸗ 
dued garment, weare thou a quite contrary otie tochis bid⸗ 
ding: It he conundund the to fate Atſuch a timelat heme, 
be ſure at that havre to (go? abꝛoad , and ſo croſſe him ſnil: 
Afhe ve angrie, fali thor a chiding: It he exclaime, crie thou 
out ſtraight: Il hie curſeth, dn thou blaſphemo: And to 
bee baiefe , verlde mot an inche vato hum: once get the 
maſterte of him, and Fwarraut ter my 3 ) t is thing 
owne fo2 euer alte.) . | 3? 
Foz Jmylelie haut ford the exgerienco., „and ſeer the fame 
daily in other Monten, that to holde . tongues, and 


to luffer and beafe * they . Hulbands ſay 
. 41 | and 


OE as 


and do, is the an tat maketh them: tobe vledobars + 


| by,, and vilainouſſy by them: whereas;contrariwile, 3 
that there is none or bs ſiue ſo merriiy/ and moꝛe at heatis 
eale, then ſuche as and:Coutly to theix tacklings, refit 
| 8s careleſſe, AC 
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finde 


make leaſt account ob then huſyands, Any 


wn tis, is the godſy lens 06 warmth bete bur paetieand tor 


cles giue fuch ghoalt 


.- Now- il graue mothers, tha m 


Iv connſell vato they? foꝛwarde Chiidzen, what ſhall-wes - 
thinks of thoſe Launderers, of thcſs.comumon;Gollips of 
 thele connterfayt puritane Dames, and luch lis homcly 
ſſuffe as vie to haunt vnto euerie houſe, and by that meanes 
cunningip inſinuate and N into thefaugur of our wives 
| andmiltreſies? 
Aet anꝝ man but conſider within hiuaſelfe thzoughly 4 
che water, and per thaliqaickly invents. what pagpner b 
1 beingz ich him lelke, that giueth leaue and uhertie unte ſuch 
FA lighthuſwitges, to haue egrelle aud regrefle mio ane 
| ſuffering them to haue daily acceſte thither.. 

5 80 hi ane xeltraine-theſe filthis.aggages = 


ze, and 10200 them any, mazs 2: enterante | 


3 1 5 (Ad) howe:;thy; TTliße wil then take pn, the 


L Ake a Toade , (weare liße a Cutpurſte, 15 


— thee to thy face like a Ompthlield Nulfian; atfürmin 

hen is viterty, dilgraced and diſcredited, diſparaged, and 
6 e And, 
W {o highly in the yd 
noꝛ anfwers viito the, as if zee were grown dumbe 1 


| | Ipaleon the ſuddaine. 
Boeſides, — 3. baude befoze of thee 7 fo tap I of by 
| | Zi, that the Wi 


her will take. the. matter x ls hotely and 
der, as 102 f while cher will nepther ſpeaks 


; ;co.clihcr riche 92. pœꝛe, both h 


are paſiing badde ,; ez i cha bee a Beger, and. tho 
not verie riche, chen mult you both ünart 7a; the lanes 

rubbing out in the UWozlde mole. miſerablie „and wan? | 

Der kull Hardi And il We bee lic iche; aud thou bac 9 
1 be 


ig 


liko#bogger vribey's f had it not bene foꝛ her full 


cant not any way haue any thing in good oꝛder: beſives;thon 


chall de ill indeed; either che wil haue goſſipping in thine own 


euerie wiſe man notcth as p20 


vas — 4 ** 


Bf Marria age 
Geloithen luke ther ſake deake;With ber tontinnall din 


and noiſo mating an open pꝛotlamation like a common Cri⸗ 
that ſhe hath made Jacke a Gentleman, and hath vzawie 


Dunne dut ol the mire: that ſhe hath bꝛought ther out of thy 


lowſie ragges into conrtlyMkts2 and tijat thou 23 
ags. 

Againe, che will be either pꝛodigall, oz couetous ( loꝛ their 
Hature knoweth no goiden meane ): and ik ſhe be miſerable, 
thy whole familie imarteth foꝛ it: and they wanting, thou 


walt be continuallp diſguieted, being foꝛted to tall fozencrie 
mall triſile thoulackeſt. Andif the be pꝛodigall, ſhe wil ſquan⸗ 
der and vainly caſt away in one dap, moꝛe god pꝛouiſion, 
then would ſeru! thy houſe a whole yearg ; flattering euerie 
one ofthy fernants,at thy Table and elſewhere, only to win 
them to be her creatures, and to bee at her commannd? and 
euery ſtraunger that commeth to eate with thee, will the vſe 
as kindly in this ſoꝛt, giuing to this hulwike bꝛead, to that gol⸗ 


ſop wine: and to that ſhe Pand zelle, coꝛn:to this man ſhirts, 


to chat man bands and ruffeg: and wan other;handkerchers 
oꝛ purſes, d d2 ſuth like toyes as theſqGGqGq. 
In like ſoꝛt, her humour mut be eithe to kw merry and 


otter impudent and bold, oꝛ elſe to to ſqueamiſh coyiſh, and 
dildainkull. Ir it be of the firſt ſo2f, it will make ther ſuſpect all 


will not go well. And the other out of all doubt) will do what 


houſe, vnto thy great difgrace oꝛ hinderante, vꝛ elſe ſhe will 


go a gadding where fealts and Velias be vſed abzoad : and if 


the one doth diſlike thee, J know thou canſt not be but diſcon⸗ 
ted with the other. Foꝛ among diuers other things, which 
znoſtication oz token of the 


behaniour of a laſciuious and light huſwife , he counteth the 
often running ab2oad, and the refoziing from one houſe vnto 
another, not to be the leaſt, which marke is ſo certaine and 


4 — 1 Paul ſaith, he * no doubt to * the 
ame 


TTY Si WN | 


| Came . as an effect that followeth all uch loſe widows 


as haue violated and bzoken their faith, vowed vnto the cot 
trarp not long bctoze, 

Poꝛeouer, thy wife muſt either hate the oz loue the, 
imagine which of theſe thou wilt, foz as the one will ſ\wne 


kill thee, ſo the other will as quickly bereaue thee of thy life 
Phedra louing, cauled Hippolitus to die, And Clyremneſtry 
| hating, wzought the deſtruction of Amen, her Vul- 


She, mult be cither a Wiidowe 02a Maide, the elder bf 


which, will haue the cuſtomes and the faſhions of her firſt 
hulband to ſtand (as it were fo2 a lawe) vntc him whom the 


new marrieth: andthe younger knoweth not how to carrie 


her ſelfe any way in god oꝛder, and io oftentimes thꝛough 
| this defect, ſhe ſhameth her lelle, her friendes, and her huſ 
| band, 


To be bziefe, they will be either barren 02 fruitfull: and 


4 hap, what hap can ol theſe twaine , nothing can happen but 
ill vnto the: ſeeing that it ſhe be abarren Doe (leauing apart 
tko ſet downe that that happeneth foꝛ the moſt part, by reaſon 


bots their vnholſom tomplexions, alwaies ſubiect to one loath⸗ 
ſome diſeaſe oꝛ another) thou art depꝛiued of that concluſion 


reg 


thou didſt hope fo2 , ofthe helpe thou dioſt affure thy ſeife of, 
and of the ſtay thou diddeſt bel&eue thou hadſt pꝛouided and 
pꝛepared to bee a reliefe vnto thy weake and d2ouping 
| vide age: beſides that, fo thy vnſpeakeable griefe, tho 
leeſt a ſtrange heire to enioy thine own gods: yea and ſome 
times thy moztallenemy to ſucc&de thee, whileſt thou bes 
holdeſt moſt plainly and as it were in a Glaſſe,the very lows 
waine, and viter downfall of thy whole linage and ſtocke: 
| thine owne name and thine auncient Youſe , with the mes 
morꝛie and remembꝛance of all thy Pꝛedeceſſoꝛs and thy laſt 
 elfe, fo be extirped and extinguiſhed in thine owne death foz - 
euer. But ſay thou haue childꝛen, then is there no plague, hell, 
nor Purgatoze , that is comparable, either in qualitie o; 
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& tree and francks a minde as they cannot onely bzoke 
. | That 


"Of T Mariis ge 


e like vnto thine. Foz all ſuch troubles, ariefes, 
paſſions , bitterneſſe, and ſow2e incombzances which we 
haue heretofo2e ſhewed, that Man can bee plagued withall, 
by reaſon of want of iſſue , are but paſtimes , ſpoꝛtes, plea- 
ſares and delights, in reſpect of this: becauſe that one p2oca- 
deth on, an intrinftcall, a ſtraunge, and only one cauſe, oꝛ 


occaſion , but this is deriued and commecth from many ; fo2 
ildꝛen may we haue by our owne ſelues , which are 
our owne fleſh and blod , and the verie Ouintiſence of our 
ſubſtantiall lone (as q map ſay) towards them. 

And to come to the purpoſe (letting paſſe that whilett they 
lie as Jnfants in their Cradles, oꝛ as litle Childzen runne vp 
and downe the ſtreetes, continuall conceits come into our 


many 


heads, a and daily feares of ſome notable miſchaunce 02 other 


that may happen vnto them, cither that the Aurſe is cares 


leſeofthem, and ſo they come to a milchiefe, oꝛ elſe by rea⸗ 


ſon of their exceedingcharges in the bainging ofthem vp, the 
troubleſome nople they ſtill keepe, crying and bawling dap 
and night) no ſoner are they commen to yearcs of difcretis 


on, but if they bee aides, (and thou a right carctull father 


fo2 them) thou neuer commeſt home againe without uſpiti⸗ 
on o2 feare, that once 02 other, either will ſteale ſecretly in vn⸗ 


to them, oꝛ hath alreadie ſcraped and gotten ſome fo tw fami- 
lar acquaintance with them, thou being not ignozant how 


eaſily ſuch Natures as theirs be, are (one intreated, and 
bow with faire Words, they are bꝛought a bed oftenfuncs in 
foles paradiſe: their herles being ſo ſhot, as they catch ſuch 
G:ewde falles, as they can ſcarce bee ridde of the ſwelling 


that commeth of the ſame, in foztic werkes alter. 


Theſe bee the gnawing cozlincs „that eate the verie 


| beart of aright cartfull Father as J called tha euen now: 
and z ble this tcarme vnto ther, onelp to the diſarace of 


fo:ne certaine Fathers, dwelling heere in our Countrep, 
who only are but meere ſhadowes of the ſame : being of 


Pre 29 8 15 . 
and Wiuing. 
| that their. „ ſhould reuell and paſſe they; time | 


merrily all the line long day, walking and rouing abzoad 
in the ficldes with theyꝛ louing ſeruants and ſweets hearts, 


and in the night goe running vp and dobone like a compa⸗ 


ny ol wilde 3Buckes , ſeking god e at other nets 
| bours houſes, 
But they themſelues, cuen in they? owne houſes , giue 
them leaue and libertie to daunce vndecent and ſhamefull 
Daunces, and to haue ſecret conference in pꝛiuate and 
| ulpitious places with whome they liſt. 
And as J may ſay of theſe Fathers, ſo are there as badds 
| Mothers, who being left widowes by their deare huſbands, 
and Stewardes of mountaines cf wealth, foz theyz owns 
god, and to the aduancement of their Childꝛen, not only 
ſpende vainly and pzodigally their owne, but alſo that which 
' ts bequeathed vnto their pwze Oꝛphanes, growing in their 
olde peares into ſuch miſcrie and want, as they become li le 
better then Palliardes vnto theyꝛ owne Daughters, and 
ſo vtterly vnde themſelues and theyꝛ Childꝛen fo, being 
a molt vnconſcionable and vnchziſttanlike part, and not 
to bee ſuffered in a godly Common - wealth, ſeeing Saint 
Paule himſelfe teſtiſieth and pꝛonotmceth, that perſon to be 
wozſe then an Infidell, that taketh not care to paouide fox 
| hisfamilie and childzen, | | 
But leauing ſuch vnnaturall and barbarous mothers, fo | 
line in this miſcrable eſtate as they molt iuſtly deſerue, with 
their poꝛe childꝛen, who being vtterly onerthzowne though | 
uch parents meanes , their innocencie and foꝛced neceſſitie 
to lead theſe thamefull lines, crying out fo reuenge vnto the | 
| Protectoz of all ſuch abuſed pe Creatures, J will come 
dar vnto the mer carefull parents of whome J ſpake | 
eloꝛe. | 


of thy nes: „that thou canſt neuer take them trip⸗ | 


And put the caſe as J ſaid buf nolv, it be the nod foztume ö 


ping in any fault, bꝑ reaſon that other be appointed to watch | 
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and excerding chaſtitie. 


- 02 kil them. Itthey be Marthants &vſe to trafficke amongſt 


fo ſo this ſafe, and fo Pi the 20 be alwaies cleare: pet ſhalt 


ttcou neuer be free from ſome one grief oꝛ another, onely if it 
were but foꝛ feare of ſcandalous repozts, of badde and mali⸗ 
cious tongues, in whole power it conſiſteth to make the 


woꝛld beleene, that, that moſt chaſte Queene of Cartha ge. 


was but an arrant ſtrumpet: and contrariwiſe, that that 


moſt impudent and adulterous ene lipe, was to be counted 
and held foz a molt rare example and patterne of ene 


But now thy daughters being commen vnto yeares of 


mariage, tt greenes the that none demadeth them fo2 wines, 


and when they be demanded, thou art as ſozrowfull, becauſe 
perchance thou halt not wherewithall to giue them dowꝛies. 


them to be but llaues vnto others, Which is na ſmal cozfie vn⸗ 
to thee: fo2 being maried, they are no better then ſeruants vn⸗ 
to them. Neither is that mans foztune better Þ hath ſonnes 
only, then he that hath all daughters, but rather in my con- 
ceit wozſe , by reaſon that men are moꝛe accounted of then 
women: and that a greater expectation is hopedofthem,then 
ofthe other: and being put abꝛoad into the woꝛld, they there⸗ 
foꝛe are ſubiect to moꝛe miſchances the the other by ods, The 
farther they are off from the,the moꝛe they ſtil do run in thy 
mind leſt all ſhould not be well with them. If they take any 
journey, why thou then in thought doeſt ride with them foz 
company, alwaies fearing leaſt ſome therfe oꝛ other ſhuld rob 


ſtrangers foꝛ marchandiſe, thou ſtill art with them, doubting 


0 either leaſt they ſpend beyond all gods foꝛbid as they ſap, oꝛ 


els Þ they may be ouerreached in making of their bargaines. 


Ik they venter on the ſeas, thou likewiſe hoyſeſt vp theſailes 


ofthe winds of thy thoughts, let their ſhip by tempeſt ſhould 
runne vpon ſome rocke,leaſt Pirate ſhould ſeize on them, oꝛ 
lealt they ſhould be dzowned in the bottomlelle gulfe, 


But ſay they may be married, and that thou haſt money to 
giue vnto their huſvands with them! vet haſt thou bzought 
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thou carefullfoz them: the hard life they leade there, the ſits 
ting vp late at their bokes, and the ouermuch ſtudying to di; 
ſtemper their bzaines , thou thinkeſt will to much trouble 
than, Againe , thou doubteſt they haue none to attend 

on them whilelt they are in health: being ficke, that they ſhall 


= Wiuing. 


Il they line ciuelly, as ſchollers in the Uniucrſitie , pet art 


be fozſaken of euerie one: that they haue no acquaintance 
but ſuch as hates them, no2 any friend to defend, aduiſe, and 
to counſell them foz the beſt, If they be Martialiſtes, and fols 
low the warres, the danger they are in to be ſlaine abꝛoade, 
taketh away thine owne life from thee at home, Jfthey line 


with thee idlely in thine owne houſe, then ſhalt thou neuer be 


quiet, neuer ſhall ſlxepe enter thine eyes, neither ſhall thy 
meate af any time do thee god. Foz one while thou art pen⸗ 
five to ſcehow they run to Tauernes and D2dinaries, plays, 
ing away their money and their thzift togither: and an other 
while thou art perplext, whẽ thou heareſt of ſome villainie oꝛ 
outrage which they haue offered vnto one man oꝛ other: now 
they ſecke to raiſe ſcandals and llaunderous repoꝛts of ſome | 
honeſt familie, whereby they are bꝛought into trouble: and 
then againe, they lal into the pꝛofunditie ofthe french dilsale, | 
and that doth moſt of all diſeaſe the. | 
; Beſides,they wil falla quarrelling and making of fraies, | 


and that will afflict thee : and then ſhalt thou heare they are 


committed to pꝛiſon, oꝛ wounded moztally,and that will ſoze 
gall thee: within a while after, thou ſhalt heare may be) that 
they themſelues are abuſed, diſcredited and dilgrated, and 
that ftets and chales ther:oꝛ foꝛ ſome hainous offence are ba⸗ 
niſhed their countrep, and that killes thee, And to conclude, | 
becauſe they fall ficke and die, and then thou loueſt them ſo 
dearely,as thou beginneft to deſpaire,running as it were out | 
of thy right wits,whereby thou offenvelt both God, thy elfe, 


and nature. 


Bo as he that hath childꝛen, there! is not a hinderance, 
but he hath it: not a trouble, but he ts tired withall: nota a 
1 ma graife 
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aries, but he is vered withall, not a burthen, but he is ſup · 
pꝛeſſed withall, and not a toꝛment but he is toꝛmented with 

the lame. 
| | There is no ſoxrow;vut he is acquainted with it: no 
1 milloꝛtune, but he is afflicted with all: no daunger, but her is | 
3 v30wned init: rio atmoyance,but he feeleth itino fare, ul he | 


isTcourged with it:no crolle,but he beares it: no toſie but he | 
_ riepifinomicyarice;but moneshim:no heart-bzerking, but | 
barnes him: no dilalter, but diſtempers him: no paſſion, but | 
pinchech him mo anguich, but doch op e him; no milerie, ö 
Fit bath maletE him; and tobe baeke, no plague but (path Er 
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therefoze I couclude with a certaine auncient 


and graue wiſe man, that to haue no childꝛen, is a great god 
vnknowne, and perhaps the very greatelt which hapneth 
vnto any man,whillt he liuetg. 

Do as if we ſhould graunt, that ſoꝛ ſome other cauſes 
we ought to marrie, yet fo2 this one onely occaſion are they 
to he hated, and to be ſhunned of euery one of vs, in ſeeing | 
they are the cauſes of ſo many millions of cuils , which they | 
bzing fozth into the wozld againlt , vs by bainging fozth ſuch | 
vnfoztunate childzen vnto vs, 
But ſap, that neither foꝛ thoſe of their childzen, neither | 
foz the diſcommodities and troubles,which both though the 
one and the other we beare and ſuffer, we ſhould not abhozre 
and deteſt this ſubtill ſex of deceitfull euill, yet ought we ſo fo 

do, were it but onely fo2 that they depzine vs ol our owne 
lwete naturall freevome and molt pleaſing libertie which as 
the Lawyers ſay ( whole knowledge is not without the 
grounds of reaſon) we ought to pꝛefere befoze our pꝛoper 
liues, and ſo true and apparent is it, that they robbe from vs 
the lame, as it ſhould be but labour loſt to pꝛoue it by Ficus 
Mirandula, he affirming , that huſbands no otherwiſe owe 
their bodies vnto their wines,then the ſoule doth it ſeife vnto 
God: 02 by _ . alfuming our Waves to be 
| | millreſes 
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miſtreſles ouer our bodies, and not we our ſelues. So that | 
it were moꝛe ſuperfluous and vains to bꝛing in our ſenſes 
fo2 pꝛofe of the ſame, when cuery one that is ſo muffled and 
poaked , feleth after a certaine manner „ that his hands 


are tied , and his fete bound: ſo as if a mans going 


2 taken away , J thinke hes can ſtand but with little 
kale. | 
\ | Yethatwillnotbeleue this, is as bad as apettie Deo 
reficke : if he but call to minde the picture of matrimo- / 
nie it ſelfe as the moſt wiſe Egyptians dzewe the ſame, 
done while painting it as man that had both his handes 
and his fete manacled togither , an other while repꝛe⸗ 
ſenting it with ſuch a plaine faſhioned yoake as you fie 
hozned Dren with all: which doubtlefſe is a moſt manis 
feſt impꝛeſe oꝛ ſigne ol bondage, ſlauerie, and continyall ſer⸗ | 


uile d2udging, 


; Beſides, is not that which we call Honour, the chiefe | 
and pzincipall of all externall god things > No doubt 
if is. Why then by all reaſon we ought to conſerue 
and pꝛeſerue the ſame moze then our owne libertie — | 


liues. Now he that ſhall (except foz the inward vertues of 


minde) venter as it were vpona Pumchaunce with a alle 
paire of Dice, both the one and the other: is not hee 
woꝛthie to be quoted foz a fole 2 J know euery one will 


ſay be ts. 
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And chall it not then be woꝛle then groſſe fwlerie, and 
ſelfe wild madneſſeit ſelfe , foꝛ any man to commit the truſt 
and cuſtodie ot his hono2 vnta a woman ,wozſe then a weak + 
- beſſellof 4vittle Glafſe , who with euerie little touch is ſo | 
ſho2t heeld,as ſhe pꝛelentiy falleth and bzeaketh? And ſo doch 
he whatſoeuer he be that entreth into this intricate Maze ok 
mariage, after the culfome , oꝛ rather to lay moꝛe rightly, 
alter the ſottiſh ignoꝛance of this doting age, which hath 
placed the Yonour and the inkamie of Man in the 
_ of the diſhancſhie , and viacke ſwaiiltke * 
of 
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foꝛ to withdzaw our ſelues from ſuch lette 


t vs not then intertaine theſe venomous N in 


ou olomes, fo2 at long as we keep what is our owne with⸗ 
m our owne ſelues, we ſhall not be in danger oflofing the 
ſame ; the exceeding greatneſle of which euill, how mightie 


it is, wee may gather from hence, that the Almightie God 


| himlelle placeth it in Deuterononue, àmongſt the curſings 
which hee allorteth vnto the tranſgreſſozs of his comaunde⸗ 


ments. 
To conclude, if t his which is now our diſputation, that 


is whether it be fit to take a wife oꝛ no? was heretofoze a 


queſtion, which ſo much troubled the Gentils, that although 
(almoſt fo2 what ſmall cauſe ſoeuer, they might be deuoꝛced 
from them they ware doubtfull ſtill what to do, and could nes 
uer as pet reſolue vpon what to defermine:why chould it not 
be a cleare and reſalute caſe with vs not to marrie , vnto 
whom it is not permitted „ fo2 all their exceeding and 


greeuous faultes they ſhall daily , and that moſt wilfully 


commit, to rid them away from vs , aslongas we ſhall 
1 
But oh immoztall God, ik il be a matter ſo plainely p20- 


ued, both by the counſelles, reaſons and experience of the 
wiſeſt and beit men that euer lined amongſt vs, their daift 


and meaning herein being none other, then to perlwade vs 
S as hinder vs 
from all humane felicitie, by ſhunning this ſozric go merrie 


4 daunce of married mans round : how much moze ought we 
the rather to do the lame, being inuited hereunto by the er⸗ 


ample and perſwaſion of ſuch as haue bene the choile veſſes 


and elect ozacles of the thꝛice ſacred + holy Ghoſt, whoſe in⸗ 


tentions haue bene onely to deho2t and perſwade vs from 
thoſe that ſteale vs alway,cntice vs from * Which is diuine 


Lec 


and eternal. 
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uàs it were hate them, and that otherwiſe we cannot followe 


god man with other his gueſts att 
that ſpirituall ſupper, moſt glozious and bleſſed , vnto which 
God krom the beginning inuiteth and ozdaineth (as much as 


= Wii 3 


Lef vs heare Sa/amor , who by the gift of reuelation from , 

aboue, knew all the cauſes, veings, natures of euery thing, 
and from whole ſtocke it pleaſed Chꝛiſt our bleſſed Sauiour 
to deſcend ; who ſpeaking of a Woman, faith , that he found 
her moꝛe bitter then death it ſelle, that ſhe is the occaſion 
Pan rebelleth againſt God, and counſelleth vs not to liue 0; 
to conuerſe with her, becauſe as from garments Mothes do 
| p2oced:ſo doth the iniulkice of man from her, which iniuftice 
(faifhhe) is yet far better then the beſt wozkes that that! mus 
rious ſexe can dw. 


Let vs reade Marte and Mathem the Cuangcliſtes, 


where Chꝛiſt being demaunded ifit were lawfull foꝛ one to 
repudiat 
and he anſwering no, except it were foz adulterie, (which al⸗ 
ſo is vnderſtod onelx by the ſeparation of the bedde) and by 


and fozſake his wife foz any occaſion whatſoeuer. 


this you ſhall finde , that from hence the Apoſtles gathe⸗ 
red and concluded, that it was beſt not to marrie at all. 
Let vs loke into Saint Lulę, and we ſhall likewiſe ſe 
our Sauiour himſelle, animating men to learne and to relin - 
quith theſe wiues, we ſhall heare him lap, that we muſt nerds 


him, neither rightly enioy him, foz we find, that he that had 
taken a wife could not come vnto the ly ſupper, where that 
ed fo2 him: J lay to 


in him lyeth) euerie one to ioyne in general. 
And ko this effect let vs heake Paule to the C eben | 
where he will ſay, that it is not god to touch a woman, and 


be will perſwade ſuch as haue neuer bene married , and wi⸗ 
dowers that haue bene wedded, to ſtay and liue ashe then did 


at that time, that is, without a wife, which he himſelf had han 
once, Il the tert ol ¶gnatius who liued in his time, was not 
tozrupt and falſiſied, he will aduiſe ſuch as haue none, not 


woe any at all; and 9 are married, he _—_— tell 
em 
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hun: and to be bile, a e moſt deteltalle and 


chem that he pitieth bem becauſe that firſt they endure molt 
bitter ſtoꝛmes and troubles , and then they become to to 


careful, and ouerpenſiue foz Wonldlie gods, not ſecking after 
anything lo much, as how to pleaſe their wiues: where- 


as the ſame Apoltle addeth that ſuch as are vnmarried 


giue their mindes gnely vnto heauenly matters „ en⸗ 
deauouring moll Aupiouup and Farelully how to leak 


God, 


Let vs meditate and call fo mind the reuelation waitten 


od, Saint John, and we ſhall find in the 


by that ſecretarie of 


lame , that not any of thoſe hundzed foztie foure thouſand 


which ſung new p2aiſes , knew euer any woman, and that 


none but ſuch immaculate any pndefiled Annocents could 


ſay the like. 


Let vs come backe againe vnto that celeſtiall cryer Ea 


, the Pꝛophet, and we ſhall find, that hee that liueth a Batch 


better and higher place then vnto jun that ſhall bee ny 
ried; 

Aet vs come vnto Saint Auguſtine,wwh cre be entreateth 
of the 9nequalitie and pꝛopoꝛtion of merrits, ment hy Chꝛiſt, 
in the numbers of thirtte,fixtie,and a hundꝛed: and vndoub⸗ 


tedly, he will affirme; that in theſe greater numbers, he is 


compꝛehended that doth not marrie: and in the fut and (mal 
left, are contained ſuch as be married, 


Let vs ſearch in @aint lerame, who belides that, he in 


terpꝛe teth the expoſition of thele nu mbers, after this maner: 
" be m9zeouer auerreth this, that ſo much difference is there to 
go the neareſt way vnto heauen , betwerne him that hath a 
wife, and hun that hath none, as there is betweene finning 
and dwing of god wozkes: applying the firlt vnto the vnma⸗ 
ried, and the laſt vnto 
will fay; that the woman is the fountaine and oꝛiginall of all 
cuil. the ſwift way to all wickednes,the fling vncurable ofa 


batefull, 
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' ler,God pꝛomiſeth to im, a name in his houſe , and a farre 


hoſe that haue wiues, Likewiſe hee / 
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hatefull. But let vs alifle come backe againe bnfo Origen, 
and we ſhal find, that he defineth her to be the head, o⸗ rather 
beginning ok ſin, the weapons of the diuell, the expulſion | 
. |outofParadiſe,themother ofall franſareſſions,and the ones 
ly diſtinction ofthe law, Tertullan calleth her the entrance 
into Hell, the firſt bꝛinger in of the fozbidden fruite, the bꝛea⸗ 
kerofthe law dintne, the ouerthꝛow o man, whom Sathan 
himſelf durſt not be bold to tempt, Cynſoſtome waiteth, that | 
he is the enemie to all vertuous friendſhip,a plague incura⸗ 
ble, a bad neceſſarie euill, a naturall and oꝛdinarie kinde of 
temptation, a ſought foꝛ calamitie, a domeſticall danger, a 
delightfull detriment and hurt: and fo following on with 
ſuch bad titles as theſe, in ſequence , hereckoneth vp a hugs 
rabble ot them, amounting to the number ol oc. at the lealf, 
going far beyond luarus Pelagius, who gaue ouer as being 
kired with ſetting downe thꝛer hundzed ofthe ſame, 4 
Epiphanius txtlayming againſt them openly befoze the 
people, declareth how rightly our firſt graund father 442, 
diſcouered the confoznities of their natures, with that ol the 
Derpent, in taking the firſt of that ſer, Euacbetauſe this wo2d 
EVA, ſo wiitten, ſiantficth alter the Yebzew language, a 
woman: but adding befoze th ſame an H. (as an aſpiration). 
it then ſignifieth a Serpent, Cyprian hath watften whole vo⸗ 
lumes againſt this peltilent ſer, And G Gregorius aſs, antenus 


concludeth, that a bad thing is a Dragon, moze woꝛſe then 


the venomous 4/p--: but the malice of a woman laith he) er⸗ 
ceedeth and far pale both the one and the other. But 
thele damned hereſies(fo2 now J come to the place where 1 
firſt left did not they at the beginning, pꝛocced, had they not 


their lirſt increaſing and growing thꝛogh the meanes ol wa⸗ 


men? No doubt they had. Behold Simon Maigur, Who fops | 
led in his errontous blaſphe mies, thꝛough the helpe ol an in⸗⸗ 
famous Cour te zan, called Helena, Nicholas of Antioch, he pꝛe⸗ 
uailed with his poyſonous opinions, by reaſon ol a peſtient 
thꝛaue ol vngodiy women, which hedzew and carried vp and 
downe with hum. + "5b 0-8 | AA. artis 
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CMartins the etoick,and Cardoning, befoze they entred ineo 
Rome, (ent a woman as their pꝛecuſſoꝛ, oꝛ fozerunner, to 
wozke the peoples mindes vnto their wicked purpoles and 
perſwaſions, Apelles the Pereficque, did nothing without 
the conſent of Philometa. 
Montanus, thꝛough the power of P ea, And lee two 
Noble and rich women, firſt with golde and then with kalſe 
doctrine,cozrupted many Churches 
Arrius that notable pernitious Pꝛieſt of Alexandria, vſed the 
authoꝛitie of the ſiſter of his pꝛince, to deceiue the woꝛld with⸗ 
all, Lucilla with her wealth, alliſted Do natus that Arch Here⸗ 
ticque, to infect A fica. In Spaine, Agape vndid and vtterly o⸗ 
uerthꝛew Elpidins, H olemnius in à certaine place is aduiſed, 


** 


that ik euer he ment to haue his ſonne CHriſantus, rendunce 


his 


Chaiſtian faith, he then ſhould giuehim a wife,as a temp 
trelle vnto him. And at this day J pzay you who mainfaineth 
and of late hath maintained ſo many kind of religions as are 

in Germanic,and in other places therabouts,but only the bus 
- Hieheaded women ofthe ſaid countries: What ſhould J ſay 
moꝛe, it ßhᷣ wile of Adam himſelfframed out of his blefſed fide, -- 
8 placed as then in the moſt delectable garden of all delightfull | 
 j , pleaſuresthat might be, retaining as then the innocencie gi⸗ 
en vnto her, and enioping the celeſtiall influences, ſerued foz 
no other vie then fo2 the diuels inſtrument, to make both him 
and vs to be thzownel eadlong into hell fire: ſhall not then | 
our wicked wines, who are conceiued thꝛogh concupiſcence, b 
boꝛne in ſin, dwelling in a deceitfull woꝛld, accurſed of God 

"oh and bp the law, be woꝛſe then diuels themſelues vnto vs, and 

1 as if were ſtumbling blocks to hinder vs fro returning once 

mioꝛe back againe vnto heauen, our allotte d countrep, But it 
they were not ſo bad and dangerous creatures, as is here ſet 
downe,how then cõmeth it to paſle, that women are counted 
to be the very liuely tokens t badges of ſin, as Cirilus i Ori- 
gen haue ſet them down fo be? Why would the diuine pꝛoui⸗ ä 
dente hane ſow; ande hot any one e almoſt of y ache 
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thonld bang foozth oꝛ beget any of them: and why like? 


wile woulde the lame haue follerated that Sa/faar, the 


- father ol onely women ſhould die in ſinne? How ſhould 


they come to be meant by the Cabal. e, to bee that bade 
part of our ſelues that alwaies lyeth in wayt to withſtand 
and ſuppꝛeſſe that which is the moſt reaſonable in vs: UWhp 
thould the lawes of Meyſes, as alſo thoſe of the Romanes, 
fo2bid and take — * againſt the wills they made? 
UWhy did Caro commaund Hul bandmen that they chouls 
not admit them to be pꝛeſent at their vowes and ſacrifices, 
and that they ſhould not ſo much as ſee the ſolemnizing of the 
ſame? Why ſhould Hercules, the HieroghficallTipe and Fi- 


gure ol the Reaſonable Power, dꝛiue them awap, and exclude 


them from out his Temples 2 Why at the Inſtitution of the 
Paſle ouer oꝛ feaſt of Eaſter, would God binde and tie the 
Ilraelites to eate rather the Male Lambe, then the Female? 


Foꝛ what reaſon ſhould Saint Pau haue giuen charge that 
they be ſilent and huſht in the Churches; Thy ſhould he foz- 
bid them to take vpon them to inſtruct oz teach any Why | 


haue diuers holie men pꝛocured and ſought to hinder them 
that they cannot enter into their Monaſteries; Why was it 
that after one of them by a particular Diſpenſation comming | 


into that Monaſterie of the Carthuſian Monkes in Pain, | 
they all followed after her with a wiſpe of ſtrawe burning in 


their hands, as ik it were to purge and make cleane the inlet⸗ 
tion, that ſuch as ſher might leaue behinde them in the aire it 
it ſelfe thereabouts : And to conclude, why haue ſo manx 


Popes p2ohibited and fkraightly ſoꝛbidden them entrance in · 


to ſome certaine particular and moſt deuout places in Rome 
and elſewhere , but only becauſe they are ſo bad 2 FY 

It reſteth then, that women are moſt pernitious and il, | 
and which is wozſe,are like ſtill (6) to continue. And therfoze | 
moſt honourable Audience oz rather my Noble Lozds and 


_  Þaiſters) foꝛ whoſe god J ſticke not, noꝛ make any account 


to fall flatly out, and to be at deadiꝑ hatred with all Women 3 
8 unf, 


ume; J,as one WTO and reſolued, conclude, that it is belt 
foꝛ ſuch ol vou as be Bachelers, to continue Celves il, Quaſi 
celeſtem vitam agentey, and ſuch as are married, J pzay and 


5 beſeech God moſt hartely, and deſire him euen from the bots 


tome of my bowels,and very inward of my ſoule, to giue you 
that moſt needfull gift of patience whilſt you are fo plagued : 
and fo2 his greaf\mercits lake, either ({wne)to mend them, oz 
quickly to end them. And as fo2 ſuch of you as haue bin trou⸗ 
bdled with thele ſtinging walpes and incurable diſcaſes(wozſe 
but now thꝛough ſpeciall grace from 
aboue, are rid froin them being as it were neare come out of 
D. Parrickes purgatozp, into S. Peters Paradiſe with vou, J, 
as wel- willer of your great happineſſe, congratulate and re⸗ 
topcex participate with you foꝛ your moſt bleſſed deliverance 
out of that irkeſome dungion of Litle Eaſe,and from that ſer⸗ 
nile lauerie, wozſethen that the miſerable Jfraelites ſuſtai⸗ 
ned vnder the ene Egyptians intollerable thalvome 
and bondage. 
And pet fo2 all this, needs muſk J ſay, that this ſhape ol 
women, do bꝛing, and vnder their apparel doth deſcend ( ſom⸗ 
tinies) moꝛe then aper humane and angelicall natures, not 
alone different and exempt from al ſuch defects befoze rehear⸗ 
ſed, but alſo of ſuch excellent perfection and moꝛe then rare ex⸗ 
cellencie, ot ſo great bountie,and ſo woꝛthy valoꝛ and vertue, 
aàs they bꝛing far moze beatitudes and bleſſings (both pꝛelent 
and to come) vnto ſuc men whom they ſhall ſo much vouch⸗ 
fafe themſelues to marry withall) then the befoze mentioned 
others, do accumulate # heape vpon their huſbands, plagues 
and troubles. Pet muſ J tell pou, that luch are as fildom ſen 
as black Swans, o: as the peerleſſe Phenix: of which ſozt, J 


mutt confeſle two only are moſt famous c renoboned thꝛogh⸗ 
dut the woꝛld. Df which, the one fo2 aUirgine and Maiden 
Quten, is the molt excellent s vertuous Pꝛinceſſe E/zaberh, 
the admirable Qutene ol Englund: and the other, ſoꝛ a wife, 
! though now a ccd, 7 . Count Mean daughter, 


ED 


But belt of all, if ſhe went ſpeedily, 


VAR 


and VViuin: g. 


wedded vnto the late French King, Henry, the third of that 


name, UWhom becauſe J cannot wozthily enough tcommend, 
J will with reuerent wonder in ſilence admire: vnto whoſe 
bewtious vertues, and vertuous bewtics, J haue bound my 

ſelfe one whole day to diſplay ſome part of the ſame : fo2 on 
the ſodain, vnpꝛouided, and without aduiſe, are not matters 


ol ſo high a Nature as theſe, to be intreated and handled. And 


therefoze J will here ceale: yet not ceaſe to wiſh, that as then 
may kill continue foꝛtunate and glozious in this wozlde , (0. 


they map be nnn and blelledt in "oe mou to come. 


Hs detto. 
Facerti. 
Fixer ( Amice) tibi efs ſemper mali, cum anclrerefiinr 


Fit peior, ſed fu peſſima, quando an 


Sed bonaiſi moriatur erit melior tamen idte 


Fi faciat vino, et optiona ſi properi. 


(Friend) marry when thou pl eaſe, yet ſhak thou end 
Thy wife bad al waies, and but vſe her ill To 
f — ſhe is worſe, but vſe her well and kind ede 


Fbe is worſer then, and ſo continue will: 


ct is ſhe good(if ſhe but once would die) 


Bur better, if ſhe packt before thy ſelfe, 


cauing behind tothe her hoorded wealth, ibo 


pit En em man Pit 3 rem | | 
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What ſo he be "Ys bi a wits, | | 


Is ſure to take griefe,lorro w,paine and ſtrife. 
What ſo he be that wants a wife, 
Is ſure to want ken and ſtrife. 


* 


V be e, amimam, vim ain en 


Deſtruit unnihulat ute at rer pit, orbar fAcerbat. | 


Mans bodie, yoods hi ſoule and length, 
His ſight, his voice and al! 

Wife deſtroies, conſumes, kills, foyles, 
Blindes,marrs,and makes him tall. 


eee en nil q; racere; 'S 
Decipere he dere Dezes ſunt in ors. 


To cogge and lie, to 1 and cri 


To prate and neuer blin: 
To ſpin and weaue, ſhift and deceiue, 


eie Womens dowrie bin. 


mina * ſatana ira fwtens dulce Venenmn 
S emper prona ret que ee es. | 


A Woman' 8 Sathans Firebrand 1 
A ſtinging Roſe corrupt. a poyſon ſweete, 
Readie to 5 d0  ainifle, though ſhee? $ forbid, 


Prone to all ill, but for whats good ynmeete. 


De tibi famine, quiſqquis es 5 in 95 


Wo vnto thee and double ſmart, | 
; Wro a wife once voc thou art. 


A 58 or > 


vnto the foreſaid Declamation, vurit- 


ntihhen Avery Torquato Tajſs. 


u 3 


ite, and pꝛeſently vpon the lame, 3 


7N IN| ſawc acertain dokeofyonrs, inwhich 
PEA X@] youndtonly blame: Women, biif like, | 


LSE, AY >| wile inueigh moſt bitterly againſt Pas 

Hage. And although J could wich that your wzitings and 
your deeds were equally to be pꝛaiſed, pet if J ſhould com⸗ 
mend the Action, I cannot rightip giue pꝛaiſe to the compo⸗ 
ling ok the ſame; foꝛ is doing, 3 ſhould dilagre as much 


| © Butyou Perhaps) by the one; would male ſome pzwfo 
| oftho ercellencio ot vour ſharpe wit, and by the other, mas 
nileſt vnto the woꝛld your conſtantie in lone, whereby as in 
the ürſt pou are to bee counted wittie, ſa in the laſt vou are 

woꝛthie te be commended foꝛ pour wiſedome: it being my 


part, not a iitle to reiopce * in both or them, and con⸗ 


gralnate! 


e 741 ten 1by that funous Poet and Otstor, ALES 85 
[ 


| ber W a end ro rate 4 wife, aud that 22 bob Hes 


Johe2anogſhipfull vir, any Sing) 1} 
lar god kinſman, A firſt was giuen to 
A underſtand that vou haue married 4 


from mine owne elle, as "nu werkes dofrom your owone 55 
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| 11 m—y ww in the grea- 


teſt ioy and fealtingyou make foz your marriage. 
Heuertheleſſe, as neither the fragrant flowers of the plealant 
ſpꝛing time, noꝛ the green leaued boughes of diuers coloured 
Garlands,bewtificd with ſweete Mirtell, with loue ly Roſes 
and perfumed Wiolets if they be not placed ozderlp, and with 
cunning art befif noz become all places, nozat all times: fo 
all pleaſing pꝛaiſes agree not with euery age: neither are 
meete fo2 euerie calling and p2ofeſſion, 

Therefoꝛe J reiopce with vou in ſome part of your plea- 
lures, and J condole and greeue , that the Yimenean verſe, 
the Uirgins Corus, and the nuptial ſong, which moſt willing⸗ 
ly J would haue ſang with others, are as it were troubled, 
diſquieted, and diſgraced, by reaſon of ſpeeches full of ſcans 
dall and diſgrace : whereas pou pour ſelfe (who know bet- 
ter ſo to do then any other) ſhould haue as highly aduanced 
women, as you haue depꝛelled and abaſed them, immitating 
(oʒ rather exceeding herein, Sre/icorns the Poet, who changed 
his note, ſinging a ſecond ſong, quite contrarie to his firſt:and 
not doting Homer, Who became willull blinde, not remem⸗ 
bang the foule erro2 he had beloꝛe committed. 


Gentlewoman will (perhaps) take in hand, fo as 
Euripides ſaith,Dne your vleth fo defendan other i in cur⸗ 
teſie. 

Bo all pour obiections ſhall not alone bee refuted by 
her reaſons /, and your allegations by her arguments, 
but pou ſhall de vtterly confounded, by her admirable bew⸗ 

fie „ which is ſuch a Ment kinde of eloquence ,. as it is 
0 farre moze fozce and power to perlwade euery way, 
then any other painted 02 nn Rhethoꝛicque whatlocs 


mere: 7 
And if true perſwaſion ſrandeth in the lippes ( as it : 
doth in very deede) in nv part is it of ſuch — noz 


of (488g delight to ihe ra then in the mouth al a 
_  faixe 


But that which you would not do, ſome elequent | 


bi | faire and gracious Lady: whileſt ſhe — A ok her ſelle 


and Wiuing yp 


1 


1 modeſtly, andfo2 hercompanions courteonlly, and fo2 both 
learnedip, Che hauing ſuch ſtraunge vertue in her, as all the | 


thundzing ſpeeches and lightning wozds which Pericles vſed | 


9 minde, are nothing in co 


man. 


to the mutenous people of Athens. and all the ſmothe and 


| flattering phꝛailes which tickle the eare, and inchaunt the 2 
ol hers: the ſweete deliue⸗ 


rie ol her voice, reſembling a pleaſing A that baingeth | 


making him glad and 


a delightfull lumber vpon a man, 
all and enchanting 


faine to ꝑeeld and vaile vnto her 


diſcourſes: neither ſhall ſhe nerd (as Phrina did) to vnbare 


the white Alablaſter ol her mountaine ſnowy bꝛeaſts, in the 


graue iudgement place, oz reuerent tribunall ſeate, becauſe 


in this caſe, the weake weapons ol cankered backbiting ans 
malicious ſlaunder, ſhall bee fozced pꝛeſentlꝑ to fall out ot 
the hands ol their ſpitefall aduerſaries, euerp tatling tongue 
being ſhut vp with the faft locke ofhuſht filence , that dare 
{ but once in conceit) pꝛattle 02 talke ouer licencioudly neuer 
lo little againſt them. | 
But J perhaps ſpeakenow with that affection , which 
were far moꝛe fitter at an other time, and foz an other occaſi⸗ 
on, ol which J could not as pet vntillnow well giue ouer, be⸗ 
cauſe it is the laſt garment that a wiſe man ſhould diſpople 
himſelfe of, But as the ſame Euripides ſaith , tocommend 
the vertue of a gentlewoman in ſuch loꝛt as is conuenient fo; 
her dignitie and eſtate, is the pꝛopertie ola wile and ned | 


And could J pꝛomiſe vnto my ſelle fo much 1505 my 
learning, as others might, oꝛ ought in reaſon to aſſure them⸗ 
ſelues ofmy credit, oꝛ chalenge me rightly fozto ſtand in their 
detence, A would then dare to enter and venter to trie this 
combat with you, although vou are boꝛne and come of the 
ſelfeſame bloud that J am: oz theſe contentions are like vn⸗ 
to kained battles,fought in ieſt, in which it is lawful ſo} kinſ⸗ | 


you to * their valours 1 againſt * other. 


| 6 4 6 = 


Ot Marriage 


Wut ad in all Courtiy Juſtes and royall Turnaments, 
5 any vleth to enter, but ſuch a one as belides the pleaſant 
delightſomencſle of his Colours, and the pomp andrichneſle 
ok his Capariſons, and the ſplendant gliſtering of his gilden 
Armoꝛ, catrieth likewwiſe in ſhewe, the high paiſedfauour of 
his deareſt Miſtreſle: So ſhould not J of right being depꝛiued 
ol all ſuch lite meanes) intermeddle in this matter, and come 
as it were an vndaunted gallant, to bꝛaue vou in your owne 
battell: whereupon/Jchoſe rather (foz a while) to holde my 
peace, then by contradicting;you, to waite any thing: yet bes 
cauſe I was as it were foꝛced vnto the ſame, vpon an occaſts 
on of great impoztance(which J wil at this time conceale vn⸗ 
to my ſelfe) J thought it not much out ol the way to requeſt 
pou to take that, in friendly wiſe from me, which ol another 
map chance) vou minht conceiue fo be an arguing, oꝛ an an⸗ 
(were, quite againſt gou. 
Firff therfoze J exhoꝛt you (dearo Couſin) that yon res 
pngne not againſt pour obun ſelt, but that you ſo oꝛder al pour 
actions by the Diall of Diſcretion, that your doctrine map be 
confozmable accoꝛ ding vnto pour olone wozkes : and if vou 
1 ſhal pleaſe to think it wazthie to place this my diſcourſe, as an 
Attendance oz a tollower of vours, vou ſhall find that the one 
5 wil be no diſparagement noꝛ ouerthꝛow vnto the other. But 
as in one t the ſelleſame tre, thoſe peares which are olde are 
grafted with poung and new peares, and as the apple, by the 
apple, the figge by the figge, and the vine by the vine, recet- 
ueth and recouereth life again: ſo ſhall mine anſwer take life 
from yours,andin exchange as it were, return back the ſame 
again vnto you. And if my reaſons ſhali in part ſeem contrary 
and repugnant vnto vours, thẽ ſhall it happen, like vnto thoſe 
plants which are new grafted, vpon which not alone is ſcene 
fruit ot their own kind, but bitentimes(as it were by miracle) 
we view y Setuile to ſpꝛing out from p boughs of the Med⸗ 
ler tree: the Pomgranet t Oꝛenge, to grow on one tre togi- 
22 and onz r he white grape ripeneth, che red 


begin 


and W 


begin to ware ripe, and white 8 to hang by the 
black, all vpon one bzanch: Then (deare Hercales) let this 


whilſt molt truely though baefely J come vnto the matter. 
Me-. either do J requeſt this, becauſe J would arrogate that 
authoꝛitie vnto my ſelle which was graunted by Aa rim, 
Tirius, to Auacarſis the Poet, foz he was of conceit, that the 
head and as it were the top of all wiſdome (contained in a 
perfect life) was placed in the quietnes of the minde, and 
tompꝛehended in the bzeuitie of ſpeech, with which they 
tame to touch the verie quick and pith ol the matter. But 


kfriendlie kinde of Grafting be in our contrarie opinions, 


J deſire to take this courſe, not as one pꝛeſumptious o? 
ouer-arrogant, truſting vnto the excellencie of mine owne - 


wit, but becauſe of the inũrmitie of my body,and by reaſon 
of the weakenes of my memozte, and therefoze'J would 


wiſe )J could if Yliffed d2awe out at length, and dilplay if | 


times did vnto Auucarſis, who diſcourſing vpon a certains 
argument, there were diuers men that all the time ranns | 
bp and downe, making anoyſe about the queſtion, and 
troubling him in the delinerie of the ſame, whome he there» 
koꝛe compared and likened vnto light hoꝛſemen, and ranke 
riders, that flie vp and downe:the Countris : yet will 1 


indeudur and foꝛte my ſelfe in ſuch a tumult and inſur | 


rection of conceits, and capachious diſcourſes of opinions 
not to be troubled at all, like vnto a ſouldier that ſtandeth | 


willinglie tie and cloſe vp that in few ſpeeches, which (other? 
at large. And it by chaunce it ſhall happen to me as it ſomes - 


loutlie in his place, neuer giuing once back what violent 
tharge ſocuer 1s giuen againſt him. Although my chiefeſt 


ſtudie hath bin ſoꝛ the moſt part pleaſing? O ESI E, vet 
will J now foꝛget the ſame, and in a loſe kinde ol plane 
and familtar Pole, bꝛiefely, accoꝛding vnto my pꝛomiſe, 
and to the purpoſe, aunſwere your thiefe points obiected 


againſt women: although my ſelfe a Bacheler, not filling 


6 Oy with bare wozds only, like vnto the | 
9 3 vnpꝛoli⸗ 


# 


EY thoſe that are ol attount, and great, 


"Of Na 


„vnpzolitable blaſt offruiteleſſe winde; remembaing the old 


ſaping, that Fruſtra 2 per plura, quod per pauciora fiers *. 


And thus 4 /oxe ſur gil opus, I thus begin. 
I ſay then, that the authoꝛitie of Thales Mileſius, from 
whome thoſe Philoſophers called Jouici had their begin- 


ning. is not ol greater pꝛiuiledge any way then that ol graue 


Solo, Who gaue Lawes vnto moſt of the learned Cities 
of Greece, with which they ſo manp peares moſt happily 
flouriſhed, and gouerned their Common-wealths, making 


all 7044 lubiett vnto them, and vtterlie (in a manner) oucr- 
thzowing the Empire o the Barbarians; And pet this S- 
lon had wife. and childꝛen. And although reaſoning with 


Thales (as we may reade in his life deſcribed by Plutarch) 
he was ſomewhat moued with the lamentable loſſe cf his 


vertuous ſonne, pet ought not we to leaue and giue ouer 


thoſe things that are both lawdable and neceſſarie, as is 


a wife, 
But ſay that S4 did — bewaile: the death 


ofhis dere ſonne, pet did not A. enophon take on 1328 
as to giue auer the Sacrifice he was in hand withall, and 


as then about to ſolemniſe: but hearing that his ſonne han 
vped hondzably, he placed againe the Garland vpon his 
head, which vpon the lürſt repoꝛt of thoſe ſad newes he had 


taken off befoze rand foz that this Philoſophy is one of 


and Monarks that then lined, and had commaund and rule 


ouer their huge and ropall Armies, J ſeenoreaſon but that 
his authoꝛitie ſhould be held in eltermezand go fo: currant, 
mon thenany others. | | 


hat he hath waitteni in that liffle boke,where 
he intreateth of the gouernment ol a houce, and you thall 


ſinde that he affirmeth hol the Gode themſelues (amonglt 


other things moſt ahn wwe by them) deuiſed. this 


caſts 


this ſacred Matrimonie, if by chaunce there ſhould haps 
pen any effect contrarie vnto the deſire of him that meth 


ith the greateſt Kings 
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age; And becauſe moztall men liue not vnder' the open 
dire, and in bꝛoade feldes (as other creatures do) boating | 
der a ſhelfer and in houſes, it is conuenient that a graue 
Matron and pꝛouident Huſwile tonſerue and kepe thoſs | 
things cloſe and in couert,which the Yuſband voth purchaſe 3 


is reaſon that a faire ſoule be reſivent and lodged alwayes | - 
lil it be poſſible) in a faire bodie: that very ſame bewtie 
which we tee in werte Geutlewomens faces, being no os 
ther thing, then the right glittering luſter, and gloꝛious 
biightnes ol a viaoꝛious t triumphant ſoule, which hauing 
vanquiſhed and ouercome all whatſoeuer oppoſeth it ſelfe 

| contrarie againſt her, in the ſelfeſame manner, as ths cons | 


8 queringſounns dillolueth and diſperſet the ſhavowie ann 


and \ Viuing; 


eaſte yoke of Matrimonp; firſt becaiiſe the generation of / + 


liuing creatures ſhould not want, and then that there might 


be ſome luch as ſhould nouriſh and comfozt vs in our did 


* Where you bzing in tertaine old fragments as reners | 


| ons) of — and others, who ſapde, I thou take a faire 
woman vnto thy wife ſhe' will be common, and if a foule 
one, it will be a pennaunce vnto ther to behold her: the ſame 
was retozted and turned quite contrarie, (Allo reuerſo) in 
this manner by Pitacus Mitalenus, who was one of the 
ſeuen Sages alſo, of whome Greece did ſo much vaunt. 
At (quoth he) thou take a faire woman, it will be a pleaſure 
vbnto ther, and ik a ſoule one, why, then the will not be com | 
mon. D) if might be anſwered well thus: If thou chaſe 
 afaireone, thine owne wiſedome ſhall kerpe her vnto thy 
elle alone, and if a foule one, yet the loue thou beareſt her, 
ſhall make her ſeme pleaſing vnto ther: lo a wife is as 
- | other things are, which may be ill 02 wellimployed and vs | 
ſed, ſo that the pzudent cariage, and warir cirtumſpednes 
of the huſband, hath great intereſt in ye: challitie of 4 - 
woman. 


And becaule Chaſtitie is thobewtie ofthe fonle,” there 


_ glomic L 


poꝛe and diſeaſed to live without wedding at all, And pet 
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glomie tlondes, the ſhining with daunticiſe maieſtie- in the 
controwling epes ſparkling. like Diamonds, and depain⸗ 
ting the pleaſing countenance with farre moze delightful 


cullers;thenare thoſewhich we behold With: great pleaſure 
in the heauenlie Nainebow : oꝛ rather as Its, is à token and 


ſigne ol the atehiued victozie of the Sunne; euen ſo is this 
gratious fauour and amiablenes of the lwke, a certaine and 
infallible argument ol that ol the minde: in ſuch ſozt as that 

that is naturallie deſired of many by election, —_ (wy 
Fortune to be grannten but bntaane alone. - FT 


ward alleage,altermybeliefein this matter; but pg re 


/ firmethitmozefironger, fo2 thoſe things that are eſchewed 
and ſhunned by the bad, ought to be followed and ſought foz 


of the god: and theſe that are blamed of ſuch as are igno⸗ 
rant, deſerue ofright the pzaiſe of thoſe that are moſt learne 
Wut (perhaps) if J ſhould p2oceede after this ozder,hardly 
could pour fruite and mine be gathered together off from 
one ſelfe trie, but (as if they were ſhaken with a bluſtering 
winde) ſome ol them would be found to lie. bꝛuſed on the 
ground, and there fage becauſe one diſtourſe map adde life 
vnto another, will begin to graft accoꝛding vnto the ad⸗ 


uiſe ol Theophraſtus, from whole caunſell I meane not to 


ſwarue: foꝛ there is no doubt but that it is as neceſſarie foz 
rich and ſaund men ol bodie to marrie, as it is foꝛ ſuth as be 


nig, as il it ſhould be dif- 


4 would not ſd expound his meat 


ferent from that ofbis ; maiſters, who! ifhe had thought that 


Patrimonie had bin bad, he would not then haue repꝛoued 
the comnumitie ol wiues, with which it ſeemed he was much 
offended: neither that as conterning gends, which are as 
expedient and neceſſarie foꝛ the bꝛinging vpof their childꝛen, 
no2 haue giuen out that's Pan was aliuing creature, boꝛne 
to be actompanied, and that amongſt all other tompanies 


belonging vnto a Nifate 1 * of the Yuſband and 7 
1 E 
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| the wife was the pincipall and chiefeſt: 3 which | 


ſperches, being ſo plaine, me thinketh no man nerdeth to 
doubt of his opmion. And alter this ſelleſame manner, the | 
authozities ol manp that you pꝛoduce, may be moſt trulie 
interpꝛeted, Plaso himſelle prrſwading vs to being foꝛth 
childꝛen, and to bꝛing them vertuouſlie vp, in the ſame ſozt | 
| asthe Lamp Which is lightened, giueth luightin courſe from 
one companie to another, 


And verily, that Poet ſpake paſſing well that the one 


gaue the Lamp of life vnto the other, no otherwile then is 


vſed amongſt vs at this day in the Galliard oꝛ Daunce ol 


the 20 RCH. when the man taketh it ofthe woman, in 
| whoſe hands it ſcemeth (as it were) that both life and death 
is repoſed and placed, | 


 Hu/onn a Philoſopher of great account, affirmeth, 


that weddings were the firft beginners and founders of fas | 
milies and houſholdes, ſo that whoſoeuer gocth about to | 
depꝛiue man of the ſame, deſtropeth the Boulſe, the Citie, | 
and all humane offpzing, which cannot continue without 
encreaſe, as the right and lawfull encreaſe cannot be mains | 
kained without Marriage. F02 a Familie, oꝛ a Citie, are / 
not compoſed of men alone, but of men and women to⸗ 
| gether, Nay which is moꝛe, there haue beene Cities and 
Monarks found in the wozld, conſiſting onely of women, 
(as was that of the Ama ont) but that there coulde bes 
an Empire oꝛ Kingdome ol men without women, hath ne⸗ 
Aer bin pet knowne: and therefoze wer may conclude bx 
fſghis rule, that women are moze necclſarte amongſt them⸗ 


ſelues, and ſo conſequentlp, needing the leſſe the perfection 
of others, And the ſame Philoſopher ſapth, that the friend? 
ſhip betwene man and woman is moze auncient, and 
ol longer continuance, then all the reſt whatſoeuer. Nets 
ö ther both Hieron the Siracuſan, diffir from this fozmer 
iudgement, foz he will haue all our pꝛedeceſloꝛs fucccf{o2s, 
do be * though ſocietie and and that the / 
I 


com 


=D 4 


as the that is molt aunci 


ditie oz greedineſle of minde is Definite and Determi⸗ 


"Of Mardage: 


chiele and pzincipal ofthe ſame, are eſpecially knowen and 
diſcerned by Marriage: fo2 Cities cannot be without fami 
lies, and ſuch families as are not ot᷑ married folkes, do want 
as defectious and vnperkect: foꝛ that houſe cannot be with⸗ 


out defect, in which arriage is not, becaule, neither the 


molt ropalleſt part of the ſoule can be without his lubtect, 


neither the ſubtct oz inferiour without this which is ſo 


ropall. e-Lutipho Anasfundricus diſcourfing of Marriage, 


b ſapth, that a perfect life cannot continue noz be without 
_ wife and childzen; foz that houſe is as well lame, as that 


Citie is vnperfect, in which are women alone, oꝛ men only, 
But (perabuenture) we haue giuen to buſie and t to 


lobe a beginning vnto Patrimonie, ſeeing her oꝛiginall is 
zs it were Celeſtiall, beginning euen then when the ſoule 


is firſt placed and eſpouſed vnto the bodie as Dæut waiteth, 
who perhaps (mn this) would tmitate the auncient Philos 
ſophers, of which, ſame affirme that Keaſon doth ſignoꝛiſe 
and dominere in the minde, like a Father ouer his familie: 

t and fitteſt euen from the be⸗ 
ginning ok mans birth 4 and iudge, but the cu⸗ 
piditie 02 greedineſſe/of ti minde, being a womanich pal⸗ 
ſion, and ouerfender ol the ſoule, which is gentle and — 
to be bꝛought to relenf, repzeſenteth a woman: and Ani⸗ 
moſttie and dauntleſſe courage full! of aſpiring thoughts, 


and paincelie heate, as he is willing oftentimes to be obe⸗ 


dient vnto the minde, reſembleth a yong man, the vni⸗ 
tie and concoꝛd ol the ſame (which ingendzeth and deft- 
neth) being the affects of this animoſitie. But this cupi⸗ 


nate, and that is vneuen by her owne nature, where this 
is euen, although it depend vpon other things, that hauing 
her perkection from her owne ſelfe, and this being made pers 
fect by boꝛrowing ofothers, Bo, then the example of Pa⸗ 


riage is in theSoule befo2e it come to be in the houſe ; ſo by 


this conſequence, why oats pa iage, not onely ſes 


ae 


run. . 7, HL er, 


and Wiuing. 


parateth man from woman, but alſo the . from the 
Wodie, and as it were, cutteth off from the Soule his head, 
deuiding it from his other parts: fo as without doubt, adul⸗ 
tery is a murtherer, as ſayth Sperou Speroue. By the aus / 
thoatics then ol lo many wozthie Philoſophers, we ought 
fo bel&enc that wiuing is both neceſlarie and god, and we 
muſt giue credit vnto Reafon, who allo perſwadeth vs vn⸗ 
to the ſame: fo2 ifthoſe occaſions be bad which coꝛrupt and 
defile Matrimonie, theret is no queſtion then, but that Pa⸗ 
riage it ſelfe is moſt excellent and god: but it is ouer⸗ 
thꝛowne by two palling bad things, the one is Death, 
which is the finall ende of all euils, and is moſt terrible: 
and the other is Diſhoneſtie, which is as it were the 
death of the Soule, Beſides, ifthoſe things are god which 
conſerne the ſame, there is no ſenſe, but that Mariage 
it ſelfe ſhould be god, but it is pꝛeſerued by lite, which is 
molt ſ werte, and moſt deſired of euerie one, and ſuppoꝛ / 
ted by modeſt baſhfull Chaſtitie, the moſt lawdable and 
pꝛetious pꝛaiſe-woꝛthie vertue amongſt all others in a 
woman. | 
Againe, if penſiue ſolitarineſſe be counted a miſerable, | 
HY v2kſome, and diſpleaſant life, then is companie happie, de | 
| Ughtffull, and pleaſing: but amongſt all companies, there 
| is none moꝛe derer noꝛ moꝛe iopous, then that which is 


betweene Man and Wife. Jf to abandon and fozſake all 


laſtiuious loue, and vnhollome lothſome Curtezans, be held | 
nn honetk part, then is chaſte Þatrimonie honeſt, which 


is the happie occaſion of the ſame. Ik it be pzofitable to 


leaue ſuperfluous pomp and vaine expenſes that bzingeth 
to late repentance with it, then is this nuptiall band pzo- | 
| fitable and commodious: and if to ende all olde grudges | 
and auncient ciuill enmities, bꝛingeth health and pꝛoſperi⸗ 
tie both to Cities, Kingdomcs, and Common-wealthes, | 
then is there nothing moze wholeſome. noz iuft, then 
dot lo honozable and lawful coupling together. Foz 
122 2 there. | 
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age 


there can be no greater no2 \moze vpꝛight iuſtice, chen ks 
make warre and wage battell foz amans owne wife. as 
Menelaus did foz Helena, and Cambiſes the Perſian king, 
fo2 his NVoteſia, daughter of Apria king of Egype,from whome 
 Amaſrrhad taken away her kingdome. Laſtly, none can 
enioy moze pleaſure in this froubleſome life of moztall men, 


then to be bleſſed with happie frute of comfoztable childꝛen: 


but theſe , eyther are not enioyd without Parriage, oz elſe 
nothing ſo happilie, noz ſo lawfully , Nay, the huſband ts 
like the maiſter of a godly Garden, who (at his pleaſure) 
without feare, gathereth the moꝛning werte Roſes, and the 
pearlie dewed Violets, but the Adulterer comming in ſnea⸗ 
kinglie in the night, opening the ſame with counterfet keies, 
and climing ſoftlie vp vnto the trees, where he lurketh in 
touert, is reſembled vnto a timerous. thiefe , who ſtans 
deth alwayes in ſuch feare, *s he can neuer (na manner 
rightlie) enioꝑ 02 take any kindlie ble of ſuch things as he 
ealeth, 


| Then by all theſe reaſons Poariage is god ; neither 

ought it fo be left in any wiſe in the Active life ol man, ſince 
it bzingeth not (as your Coſen ſapd beloꝛe) trouble, but ra⸗ 
ther true felicifie and happines. Foz as the yoke can hard» 
lie be dꝛawen by one Dre alone, ſo the burthen ofthis our 
humane life, cannot be ſuſtained oz bozne out by Man as 
lone, neither, onlie by Woman, but the one agreeing and 
ulliſling the other, it will pꝛwue to be verie light, which of 
it ſelle doth ſerme verie heauie and grieuous: whereby wee 
learne, that that oldefable of Ariſtophanes ts not altogether 
falſe, becauſe the huſband liueth with two ſoules, with that 
of his wines, and with his owne : and diſcourſeth and rea⸗ 
ſoneth with two tongues, ſeeth with foure eyes , heareth 
with foure eares, laboureth and taketh paine with foure 
hands, ſo as theſe pꝛoceedings and actions, are eaſie, well 
eſteemed of, and vertuons, where the wife doth help what 
Hee: can, Neither is * auy thing of the huſbands ſs 


much 


and Wiuing. 
much his, bat that the wife hath alſo intereſt in the ſame; | 
noꝛ hath ſh& ought, brit that hes hath a pꝛopertie likes | 
wiſe therein: lering they are, not only Companions of the 
bed, but as well partners in all their other pzoceedings and 
/ determinations whatloener: as Dien Caſſius Niceus affirme, | 
"all other friendſhips and curteſtes being ioyned togither Jeſſe | 
_ perfectly, and farre moze vnſurely, they being reſembled vn⸗ 
to agallemawfric of peaſe, oꝛ ſuch like groſſe meate,Wheres 
as the loue ol the man and the wife, is as wine mingled with 
water: loꝛ the liking of married folkes is diuided mingled 
in euery part: neither haue they only their childꝛen, common 
vnto them! both (which is farre deareſt abone all whatſoeuer) 
but the ſoule and bodie likewiſe , and perhaps the vertue ol 
the ſoule and bodie both alike tw. So that, as they which en ⸗ 
ter into aſwirte Garden full of many fragrant flowers, can - 
not diſtinguiſh rightly the perfect ſent ok the Mole from the 
Lilly, noz the Uiolet from the Ytacinf, noꝛ the Gilliflower, 
from the Carnation, becauſe they all at oncr make a kind of 
melodie oꝛ harmonie, ot diuers ſweet ſauours togither, which 
the calmie winde and gentle aire doth bzeathe into their ſen⸗ 
ſes on the ſudden: ſo the pꝛudence ot a hul band, his foztitude 
and magnanimitie, his liberalitie and his douniis are mixt to- 
Aàther, as one pꝛoper ſwerte perfume, with the plealing ſent 
ol feminall temperance , and roleall modeſtie: and with the 
humble ſubmiſle meckneſſe, and moze then pꝛecious pearle, 
Chaſtitie ofa modeſt woman: in ſuch maner as it can hard ⸗ 
y be dilcerned, which is the one, and which is the other, and 
thc ſacred ſkill of divine Poe/e, 'is ag well in the Pan as 
in the Womanzas we ſe as much by the verſes of Sappho.ag 
by thoſe of e Anacreon, o by the learmng of Bacides, as by the 
/anſweres af S4. And if Painting and Þuſficke,is as well 
in the one Ser as the other and all lloziſtz in both kinds, 
with like and equallercellencie, then is it not vnſeemiy that 
theſe theſe vertues compared togither in the ſame ſoꝛt as the 
1 of Phidias, qq Praxitiles, with other axtificiall and rare 
13 wozkes 
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| | works axe bled to be, ſhould haue 4 Fozme, and 

nag it were the very like Caracter, without any difference 

at all: netther that there ſhould be any diſtinction betweene 
tze Magnificence of Seſoſtides, and that of Semiramis, and; 
tha. greatneſle of Pelepula, and that of Tamodia;.. And als 

| vertues ( ſometimes) are wont lo take certaing 
differences (and as it were) linely cullers from them to 
whome they do naturally belong, by reaſon of their bains 
ging vp in the Exerciſes of the (ame., yet neuerthelelſe 
this happeneth vnto Men amongſt themſelues „ as well 
as it chaunceth vnto /Wlomen : fo2 «Ax was valiant afs 
ter one faſhion, and e Achilles after an other: neither was 
that wiſdome of Veer, that which was in Yes; noꝛ that 


pꝛudence of Ageſſlaus, the ſelfeſame that Cato had: neither 


did Irene and Alete love their Yuſbauds both alter one 
manner: no2 was Cornelia Magnanimous in that ſoꝛt that 
Y Olimpia is ſayd to be. So that hereby we may conclude, that 
it is not necefſary diuers ſozts of wildoms, iuſtice oꝛ vas 
liantnes ol mindes ſhoulde be, but we may rather auouch 
and affirme, that they are rather differences by realſon ol 
teir vnequalities, then becauſe of their Speties oꝛ Rinde. 
And though ſome will haue it to be graunted vnto Authozi- 
fie, that Differences are ſaid to come after another manner 
and ſoꝛt, vet doch it not therefoze follow, that the woman 
ſhould be depzined of theſe vertues: but if it be true that 
was * by that ercellent Poet ol 7; nſcania's US 


1 Rare Vertu neuer comes b * chance, 
© 17, Bat rather Art doch it aduance. 


- She being erdowed with all thele Uertues, ame 
by Nature be bzought fozth by Chaunce, although that in 
particular Subiecs the had another kinde of intent and 
meaning: fo2, otherwiſe ſhe ſhould be rather the Step⸗ 
dame ofthe woꝛlde, then a kinde and vniuerſall Mother of 
* as we i 89 and meane; her * 
. cing 


and Wiuin 


being fo conferus and pꝛeſerue the eternal ſpeties and kinds 


equallie, as well of Men as of Women, dzawing fozth and 
painting the lap cf the matter of all Fozines, which are the 
Reaſons in the Saule: and Jaca in the deuine Enderſtan⸗ 
ding, as the chiefe miniſter of the heaucnly pꝛouidente, 
which hath the leift lame care oĩ woman, as it hath of man. 
A Moman then is not created againſt the purpoſe of 
Nniucrſall Nature, (noꝛ per Accidence as the Scholemen 
call it) and ſay that ſhe were lefſe perfect then Man, vet 
ought ſhe not to be ſeperated from him, to2 ſo ſhouid the 
Soule be deuided from the Bodie by this Reaſon, and the 
mixtures of one element from another, and ſo by this con⸗ 
ſequence ſhould follow the diſtinction of the whole world, 
occaſtoned and chauncing by Diſcoꝛd, as waiteth Empedo- 
cles. Neither, becauſe ſome women are ford, thzough 


Whoſe faults Mariage bonds are inkringed and diloluedz 3X 


as Ciytemneftra ànd Helena, Phedra, and the couctous wife 
of Amphiaravs, with the 49. Daughters of Danaus, theres 
ſoꝛe is the number ofthoſe that be god, the leſſe, but rather, 
ſo much the moꝛe greater, by hol much they were the moꝛe 
rrenalomed and glo2 ꝛious. £02 the wife of Hametus would 
needes die fozher huſband, although ſhe refuſed to loſe her 
life fog her ſonnes ſake. And Argia and Euadue, ſolemnized 
molt ropall CExequies fo2 their bedfellowes: and Artemeſia 
made her heart a ſepulcher fo2 her deare Spouſe, the ſame 
being farre moze famous and miraculous then the Mam ſo- 
lum which the framed, although it was termed to be one ok 
the 7. wonders ofthe wozld, So did Zucretia ſtab her ſelfe 
with a dagger: and 7-724 killed her ſelfe with ſwallowing | 
hote burning coles , becauſe their huſbands might be tho⸗ 
roughly allured of their faith e conſtãcie. nd /pſicrarea,likg 
to a ſeruile ſlaue in humble ſoꝛt bearing ol q rüning Laciies 
werdes and pozf, would be companion of the baniſhment 
and flight of Ales hridateu, ds che had bin ws copartner of 


pompe and glozy, | 
Bure 


5 Marr ria age : 
Heither haue only certaine particular women, but whole 
troupes and bandes of them, left behinds them moſt honous 
rable examples of theit feminine vertues, as the wiues ofthe 
people called 2 urheni ho cxchaunged their garments witiy 
their hulbands, being in p2iſon and condemned to die. And ED 
the Saguntine women, who enſued the men of Marſilia: and 5 
in our dapes, the Ladies Baptiſta, ſurnamed Salux xa, and 

Eleonora of Aragon, were bꝛight mirrozs of matchleſſe cha⸗ 
| fitie,in the Court ofthe Duke of Ferrara, and in that of /-- 
— Haba and Leer Gonſaga , perlonages or rare mo⸗ 
J could recite dinets other examples.as well ol our one 
Countrep, as of ſuch wozthie women ol France, Spaine,Ger- a 
mnie, and England: who haue ſo entierly affected their lin⸗ N 
kid Mates, that not only they haue expoſed themſelues vn⸗ : 
fo divers moztall perils fo2 their — „ but haue alſo moſt | 
_ willingly offered their deareſt blod as ſacrifice to die with | 
„them. But who is hee that can rightly ſet down the num⸗ | 
" berleſſe numbers of ſuch ſtainleſſe and immaculate ſwet Las 
dies? when there are ſo many to bewtifie the earth withall, 
as there be ſtars inafrolty night, to ſet out and adoꝛn tha hea⸗ 
uens withall? Neither were many oftheſe retiowmed alone, 
but others alſo-of whom there is no mention made in Viſfo- 
ries. All which cõcealed themſelues(foz thenonce) from fame 

= ſelfe(althogh the hath hundꝛeds ol eyes + twngs)thadow- 
% ingtheinſelnes with the vaile ol ſhamefaſtneſle , which is ſo 
pure, cleare faire, as it gliſtered only in the eyes of their huſ⸗ 
bands, not being able to be diſcerned with the grole eyes of 
- anyother man elſe, And ik it be true as it is witten, that in / 
the ſkies there are tertaine hidden ſignes, beſides ſuch as are 
diſcerned by vs, about which the Sun doth take his Circle 
and compaſſe: ſo may the concealed'vertues of Momen be | 
- compared vnto theſe ſame , as moze gloꝛious and exceeding . 
karre the others, although they diſplay ſo many beames and 
eee no ey creatures elſe can ds the like, | 
In 


F 


e rl RI 22. ²˙ he MO” ner: Ter thn wer 


% 


'  Fnthe Actine if then which ie be Noble and f ; 
luſtrious Patrimony,isnot only a helpe and a ſtaie, a great 
ealement and lightſomeneſſe vnto the ſame , but it is a gloꝛi⸗ 
ous oꝛnament, and an exceeding great credit: neither in the 
lile Contemplatiue doth it ſerme that it bꝛingeth any impedi⸗ 
ment at all as concerning Contemplation : foz it hindered 
not Puhagoras,no2 Socrates, noz Crates, at all, being all thꝛct 
married men, and ſuch as liued alwaies with their Wines: 
and yet do J thinke that hardly can any bee named that euer 
ſtudied moꝛe Philoſophie then then. 
But Crates (certainly) although he wanted both houſe | 
and al other things neceſſarily belonging vnto houle keeping, 
vet would he haue a wife : and lacking a pꝛiuate place vnto | 
which he might repoſe himlelfe, he (pwze man) twke vp his 
lodging, and liued with her in the Pozches of Athen. 
But perhaps this kinde of Philoſophie is to diſagrees | 
able, and vnfit fo; acinill and ozderly life, being as it were 
banniſhed in diſoaine , not only from the Courts and Pal- 
laces of Pzinces and Noble men, but ltkewiſe from the lear⸗ 
ned Scholes and Academies alſo, Do that, although if be 
à laudable courſe tomarrie a Mile, yet ought we to leaue 
her oꝛ to take her, not only foz her god oz badde qualli⸗ 
ties (as ſome haus affirmed) but we mult likewiſe haue ro- | 
gard vnto the riches oz pouertie as well of the huſband as of 
the wife : foz a man nobly boꝛne, ſhouldnot (by right) match 
With a woman whom he cannot be able, either by his owne 
pꝛoper gods, 02 with ſuch wealth as ſhee bzingeth of her 
obne, maintaine her like a Noble Gentlewoman: where- ⸗ 
« we finde » that that ſaying of Phulppides is verie pꝛet⸗ 
e. ; 
Thou halt quoth he vnto a friend ol his married arich 5 
Woman, but yet ill fanoured, and therefoze ſhalt thon 
Aleepe vnquietly, though thou goe gallantly and fare dains 
kelp. 
| B03 leſle wittie then this m of Epicarmm „ who affir⸗ 


meth, '| 


"D lange 


mech, that to take a Wilke, is no 98 manner of thing; 
then to play at Dice, and venter thy Foztune: fo2 if thou 
chaunce to light vpon one that is courfeous and well quas 


 lified,, thou ſhalt bee blefſed in thy marriage: but if thou 


happen on one that is inſslent and pzoude , and that will 
neuer keepe within dozes, thou then ſhalt haue not a wife, 
but a moſt lntolicrable miſtoztune as long as euer thou li⸗ 
ueſt. | 
Let vs take them then, having regarde , As well vn⸗ 
to the vertues of the minds, as vnto the beawties of the 
bodie, andriches of F oztune : and if we cannot make our 
choyce as we would (and that We ſhzowdly daubt the wozlt) 
why then let vs — 7 
And vet would not J haue a man to miſtruſt oucrmuch, 
except vpon a god ground and ſound cauſe: Jo2 Aala mens, 
mals animus. Au ill di poſition, brecdeth an ill ſuſpition. 
And there are ſome, that becauſe in their vouthes they haue 
played the wilde Coltes, and gone aſtray into other * folkes 


them with the ſame money, ſuffering their! 

commons at their Tables: which as it is vanitie to thinke, 
P is it moꝛe follie to ſuſpect, and greatelt foliſhneſſe of 

all, to ſpeaks of the ſame. 
Bout to returne where we left, It ſmoth vnto me 'be- 
rie difficult, that this concluſion can hardly be bzonght to be 
counted as doubtfull,by any ſophiſticall 2 5p which 
alſo is concluded, that a woman. hath ſome vertue, either 
as it is pꝛoper vnto her ſelfe, (as Ariſtotles opinion is) 02 
elſe as it is common, as well ta the man as to the wor 
as Plato molt plainly ſetteth downe. But yet which of thels 
two queſtions we ſhould determine vyon , by xicall 
Doarine (the one of which, as it were a Gimmall Rin zde- 

pendeth vpon the other) J minde.not.now. to ſet downe oz 
diſpute of: fo2 ſo ſhould J ſceme to paſſe from one kinde vnto 
WON, g and. from. my n e nother: and ſo al⸗ 


ending 


7 
! 
z 


groundes , therefoze they thinke their Wincs will repaie 
nds fo take 
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tending bp vnto Diuinttie, J ſhall be as a Wo that 
ſcarce. vnderſtandeth the language of thoſe that diſcourſe 
with him, and ſo in the ende not be able to ſet downe mine 
own? opinion vnto them. 
But vou (Fignior Hercules, are moſt fozfnnate in this 
wbo with the oꝛderly Rules ol the right Z uſcan ſperch, haue 
ſo aptly iopned and vnited togither , lo fruiteful and ſo copi⸗ 
ous a knowledge or all things kogither, not a litle vnto out 
great commendation and pzaiſe,  ---- 
And pet (wich your fauour) J willſpeake a wo2d 02 flvo 
as concerningthis matter, which when you ſhall ſo pleaſe, 
ou may at yonrleiſare conſider of with Signor Chriſtophoro 
your bother, he being as exellent a Philoſopher and as cx 
93 Diuine, as an liuing at this day. 4 
I lay then, that in that Argument, about which both 4- 
riftorle and Plato, are in controuerſie: there is not any man 
ol ſufficient authoꝛitie and power, to giue cenſure and iudge⸗ 
ment vpon the ſame, vnlelle he be ſome perleſſe Diuine: as 
was Baſins, ſurnamed the Creat, who affirmeth, that the 
vertue ot the Man and ol the Woman, was all one thing, 
and the verie lame. Therefoꝛe can none blame the Mo⸗ 
man, but they muſt likewiſe finde fault with the Man, by 
the ſame reaſon: noꝛ pꝛaiſe the one, but that they mult com⸗ 
mend the other in like manner: in ſuch ſtria wiſe , are not 
only their Offices and Actions coniopned togither, but their 
verie vertues themſelues, the which if they were cuer diſtin⸗ 


guiſhed and diuided, the ſame diſtinction was verie wiſe and 


diilſcreete:nap rather to ſpeake moze truer, moſt conueniene 
and neceſſary that it ſhould be os 5 

Ne either is the opinion of Saint Paule any thing diſcre⸗ 

pant from the ſame, foz he waitcth vnto the (orinthiaut, 

that the woman is the glozie of the man. And in the ſelfe- 

Game Epiſtle, hee ſheweth the Equalitie thereof, ſaying that | 


the woman hath not power ouer her owne bodie, but man: 
* 2 and 


umd ſo likewiſe that te | mar hath no authoziti ouer his 
owne bodie, but the woman 

And in another place he ſheweth the Dependancie (as 
map lap of the woman) affirming that ſhe was made of 
man, and foꝛ him created: fo2 in his creation, Eue was taken 
out of the ſide of Adam: which molt vndoubted truth, might 
foꝛce any graue Scoiche i in a mmer, to laugh at the foliſh. 


and ſottiſh Fables and loude lies of Focildes, who wꝛote 
that a woman was fozmed of foure lining creatures, of a. 
Dogge, ef a Maſpe, ofa Sowe, and of a are: of which: 


laſt ſhee twke her long haire. And to ſmile no leſſe at theſe 


Tales of Simonides (who comming in with his fine Egges, 
whereoffoure were rotten) dzcameth that ſome of them are 
created foz a Sowe, ſome others of the craftie Fore , who 


knoweth all things: neither is any thing be it god oꝛ bad, 


had from him as hee ſaieth (and by theſe , J gelle hee meant 


ſuch as be ſharpe ſh2owes) ſome others of the earth , ſome 


of the ſompter Alle, otherſome ofa Mcaſell, other of Alles, 
but hee that hath one that commeth ofa Bee, hee (ſaith he) is 


- paſſing happie, fo2 ſhee groweth to be excellent in allkinde 


of wozkes, and p2wucth to be a paſſing god Yuſwi'e, en⸗ 
creaſing her huſbandes ſfocke wonderfully, Now were not 
theſe opinions fo to groſfe and ridiculous, they were ſome⸗ 
what to be tollerated, and to be boꝛne withall;eſpecially when 
the cõceits be ſuch as oppoſe themſelues not to much againſt. 
moſt true and graue matters of great unpoztance,as theſe be 
i wherof J now ſpeake. J ſap then, that woman was created ol 
à moſt daintie, ine, and tender matter, becauſe ſhe might be 
the moꝛe tractable x caſte to peeld vnto the tommandements 
ol her huſband. Mherupon paſſing from 9 firſt queſtion vnto 
the ſecond, we may boldip ſay with Saint Paule himſelfe, 
that it is better to marrie then to burne: and to take of him 


this god counſaile, that hee that is bounde ſe&eke not to bee 
bnbounde : and hee that is loſe, (it he ſo like to liue fill) 


feeke not to. come into. bandes: although to ber bounde 
in 
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— Wiuing. 


in this ſoꝛt is no ſinne, as Chzilt himſelle 85 firſt taught vs: 
beloꝛe all other, who honouring marriage with his moſt pze- 
tious pꝛeſence, and his wonderfull miracle, confirmed the 
auncient honour of the ſame: in pꝛaiſe of which whole vo- 
lums, might be wꝛit aninfinit number of hiſtozies repozted, 
Which your (elf{kind Coſen Hercules although vou haue dil⸗ 
pꝛaiſed, oz rather but ſeeme to diſpꝛaiſe, ought in dutie and 
with deuotion foz to commend moꝛe then any other. And 
whileſt you are ſilent, ruminating as it were in ſwarte cons 
templation ot the wetnefle and pleaſures of the ſame,J will 
be bold vnder coꝛredion , not claiming any pꝛiuiledge, as 
ſome others perhaps ouerbolaly would, banging! in fo2 au⸗ 
choꝛitie, Victoribus atg, poetis. 

Quai libet audenai ſemper fuit equa pateſtus, learned Po⸗ 

_ etsandrare Painfers chat haue ſkill, may wzite and paint 
(controwles) what they will,it may bee lawfull foʒ me with 
your voyce to conclude thus. 

Oſwetts coniopning of loyall hearts, O dulcet vnion ol 
dur ſoules togither, O moſt louelp and nuptiall knot, O moſt 
chaſte, pure and religious marriage poake, who art rather a 
pleaſing eaſe, and a moſt welcome delight to ſuppozte and 
beare, then any hard weight oz greeuous burthen to ſuſtaine: 
rather a releeuing comfo2t that vpholdeth vs enery wap, then 

a troubleſome labour, that any way paineth vs. 

Thou ſirſt didſt bꝛing mankind to dwell in a houſe, en⸗ 
cloſing him within a wall, cauſing him to build Citties and 
Townes to inhabit in, where befoze men liued like ſauadge 
beaſts in the wods and deſarts , dilpearſed one kram an o⸗ 


ther. 

Thou firſt diddeſt alter darke Canes into delightfull 
chambers, and colde ſnowy Mountaines, into bewtifull and 
godly Pallates and lodgings : thou madeſt that lawfull 
which (rightly) did pleaſe, and honeſt, that which euery one 

- deſired. Thon didſt ſet iuſt lawes to humane pleaſures, and 
$lawdable baidle to vntaimed headlong delires. 
u 3 Though 


Tome valiant. 


Though thee that came to be n befoze was 
- common, and that particular, which befoze was generall; 
bzinging that to be of account, which befoze was held of no 
eſteme, By ther honour was contoyned vnto delight, and 
pure thaſtitie with perfect loue. y ther came downe from 
heauen, lopall duch and ſpotleſſe modeſtie, and all other vers 
tues: nay rather thou wert the firſt founder ol the ſame, thy 
© holy lawes teaching men to take vp defenſible weapons in 

the honoꝛ of their wines,they learning by this meanes to be⸗ 
taughteſt others to aſſemble and gather 
togither their friends, their kinſfolkes and ſubiects, filling the 
ſeas with ſailes and armed Nanies,and to fight many years 
in foren coaſtes, to recouer their wiues whom they had lolt. 
And if we may giue credit vnto auncient Hiſtoꝛies, the firſt 
famous warres which euer were firſt begun, began vpon 
this occaſion, betweene thoſe of 4/4 and them of Europa, ho 
in the end growing wearie of trauell and fearefull of farther 
daungers, came to agreement, and to growe vnto a truce, in 
the keping ol which, pꝛudence and iuſtice tonſiſteth: foz it 
ſhewed vnto many ofthe wiſeſt ſoꝛt, that it was not neceſla⸗ 
rie to haue warre hpon warre , noꝛ diſcozd vpon diſcoꝛd: 
whileſt the long abſence ofhuſbands , learned women milde 
temperance and graue modeſtie, thꝛogh which moſt of them 
continued chaſte and vndefiled amongſt whole multitudes of 
Ruffinlike ſuters, and \waggering louers: and many of them 
thꝛough the ſwerte remembꝛance of their beft beloued Hul⸗ 
bands, haue ſhewed themſclues moſt bountifull vnto ſtraun⸗ 


gers, and moſt charitable and courteous vnto Pilgrimes 


and trauellers : ſo that what by reaſon ol one thing oꝛ of an 
_ ofher,they pzized their vertues at fo high a rate, and ſo hono⸗ 
rablie carried themſelues in all their actions, as they did mi⸗ 
niffer ſufficient matter vnto the flucnt vaine of the moſt 


mathe Rhetozicians, Mellilluens D2atozs, and antiquitie 


. Walters of pleaſant * 0 be commended _ 


* 


Pꝛaiſe ſounding Poets, and to the flowing pzoſe of the 


* * 
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fo ſet them moſt warthily down.And 3 it i fo; ches not 
any could ſcarce know oz vnderſtand the reno wmed name ol 
immoꝛtall vertue, oł gloꝛious honoꝛ, and of that thing which 


is legitimate oꝛ honours, 
Tbhou art the cauſe that faire Ladies in their behaui , 
ours commit nothing wozthie of repzehenſion, Thou art 
the rote of godlineſle, whence ſpzingeth the bꝛaunch of 
chamelalkenelle, which is the onely defence that nature hath 
giuen vnto them, ta kerpe their reputation, to pꝛeſerue their 
2 » fo maintaine their honour , and to aDUANCe their 
To the then is due all commendations o2occeding front 
model ſpeeches. To ther is giuen the glozie of cuery god 
wozke:and to the is rendꝛed all thankes foz humane felicitie 
and happineſſe, fozelſe our liuiug without ther, would be ng 
other, then wofull miſerie: heauie tribulation and greeuous 
. Wzetchedneſſe,wozld. without end: but thou turneſt and cons 
nerteſf Gall into Honey, Uineger into Mine, and loathſome 
bitternelle info the ſweetnelle or loue, making vs all happie 
by thy wozking: ſickneſſes are leſſe greenous vnto vs, aduer⸗ 
ſitie leſſe nopſome, health ol body moze pꝛecious and deare, 
and pꝛoſperitie moꝛe pleafing and of better reliſh,onlythzogh 
thy operation and power. Thou doeſt leſſon ſoꝛrowes and 
increaſeſt the delights of this lile, making the troubles there⸗ 
of ſeeme leſle with thy mutual conſolations and comfozts, 
multiplying our pleaſures with common and oꝛdinarie ſatiſ⸗ 
faction and amends. Thou art the occaſion, that to the pil⸗ 
Arxime, after bis long labours and weariſame iaurnies, his 
returne backe againe into his owne: countrep ſeemeth the 
mo2epleaſanter vnto him. That to the Gayler after many 
bitter ſtoames and bayſterous tempeſts. the ke nning ol his 
wiſhed lind, and the ſight of his much deſired Hauen, is the 
moꝛe dolighiſull vnto him: and that vnto the Yuſbandman | 
after much tilling and ſowing of toꝛne, and often planting ot 


fruite with great labo2 and toile, the expected incxeaſe is me28 / 


laune and welcome vnto to hun. Lhow | 
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| Thou art the cauſe that the b2zau? fouldirr and Canelletere, 
- tiring himſclfe from bloudie b2oylcs and pcriilous battles,m- 
ioyeth moꝛe contentedly the heartie welcomes, and the ſus 
gred embzacings of his loyall ſpouſe and wife, and that the 
Quietnefſe of a pꝛiuate houſe is farre moꝛe Iii tet vnto thoſe 
who haue withdzawne themſelues, and left the huriiburkes 
ol the Courtes, and the endleſſe ſutes, and troubleſome buſts 
nelles ol ſuch as be in law. Thou art the giuer of pcace and 
reſt, and the confo2mer and renewer ol friendſhip and kin ⸗ 
died Thou art a baniſher of moleſtations and troubles, 
Thou art the meſlenger of ioy, gladneſle and god will. Thou 
aͤrt the reſteꝛer of lolle and hinderances. Thou art an increa⸗ 
ler ol commoditie and pꝛoſit: and than a bountifull and ſplen⸗ 
danf houlekeeper. Thou art liberal, iuſt, vpꝛight and holy. 
Chou makeſt childzen and nephewes certaine and aſſured 
vnto their parents and kinſfolks,where otherwiſe they wold 
be counted — and baſterds: and which is moꝛe, thon 
makeſt our ſelues knowne vnto our ſelues: foz (but foʒ ther) 
no man could know himſelfe, noꝛ would pzocure to haue a 
liuely reſemblance in their behauiours,of thoſe from whom 
they came: neither would childzen of illuſtrious offpzing 
p2wue ſorare;no2 ſo rightly immitats the renowmed vertues 
of their magnanimious pꝛedeceſſoꝛs. Thou art the cauſe 
that many giuen to gad abꝛoade, do willingly ſtay at home, 
that all things are well and oꝛderly gouerned, that the heart 
and minde is better cheared, that euill ſuſpitions are expelled 
and buried, that angry bzawlings are detelted, that charges 
and expenſes are diminiſhed, and the great exceſle of appas 
Tell not ſo much vled, wherein we are commonly ſo curious, 
thatotherwile (being naturally great ſauers):onely therein 
are we great waſters : : | all which abuſes are auoided by 
the pꝛouident Wines viſit and wiſe carriage of her 


elfe. 
= To conclude, then art thecauſe that mar being as be 
ee nee e fittett to rule is en⸗ 


4 nue 
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died with * and experience to perfoꝛme, with capacitie to 
tompꝛehend with wiſedome to vnderſtand, with ſtrength 94 
execute, with lollititude to pꝛoſecute, with patience to ſuffer, 
with meanes to ſuſtaine, and abone all, wich a great courage 
to accompliſh and bꝛing to an end anx enterpꝛize: yet fo2 All 
this „ he is contented to be aduiſed ſometimes by his wife, 
| (though a weake woman) fo dearely doth he lone her, koꝛ in 
marriage, loue indefferent ſerueth not, no2 loue fained, pꝛoſ⸗ 
pereth not, but right perfect lone indeed knitteth loyall harts 
in an indiſſoluble knot of amitie, euerlaſtinglp to endure: and 
Whore ſuch loue is, there do the parties loke fo2 vertues, and 
not foꝛ riches, and there as it is a iopfull begnning amongſt 
them, ſo is there as bleſſed a continuance and ende, all thin gs 
pꝛoſpering with them, and ſozting out happily eve vnto their / 
ues ne.” 
| Finally „ ikanp dekendeth his countrey 4 he then deſen⸗ 
deth marriage , tfany ſaueth his father o2 his mother 
az his child2en , he then pꝛeſerueth Matrimonie: and 

thꝛough Patrimony came it to paſſe, that Cimon of e Athens 
was reſembled vnto Mil iades, Alexander to Philip, and 
Africa the great, to Scipio his father: and that the one De- 
eius, alter the immitation of the other offered, his life fo2 the 

god of his countrey. | 
| Neither doth onely the loue of the huſband and wife, 


4+ confaine i in it the ful fozce of Marriage, but the loue and cha⸗ 
ritie, as well ok the parents as the childzen themſelues. And 


thereloꝛe (moſt ſacred Matrimonie) doeſt not thou thinke it 
ſufficient to ſeparate vs from rude beaſts, but thou makeſt 
vs reſemble and to be like vnto immoztall creatures: oz 
thꝛough our ſtocke and iſſue, perpetuated and continued in 
dur chiloꝛen by legittimate ſucceſſion, the — ſtrongeſt Cit⸗ 
ties and moſt ſpatious kingdomes, are ſucceſſiuely deliuered 
from one vnto an other, paſſingfrom 7 heire, vnto the go⸗ 
uernment ol an other. | 
And as in the bend of the bell hogs the name of their 
1. 


countries 3 


tountrepes race is impzinted vpon them with a hot n 
Iron marke, ſo the right deſcent and linage ol men, is conſer⸗ 
ued and knowne by nature, thꝛough the dauntleſle valour, 


ſweet beneuolence, kind affabilitie, obſequious thankfulnes, 


milde and courtesus qualities in erg generous and noble 
minde. 

Do as by thele thankfull meanes 7 the very ſperchlelle 
Sepulcres,ſhew with letters ol gold, the names and ſur- 
names ol fathjers and grandfathers,moſt curiouſly carued in 
white Alablaſter and Marble, and the ſtately Pallaces and 
hallowed Temples, with other buildings, as well publicque 
as pꝛiuate, being adozned and bewtiffed with titles and ſu⸗ 


perſcriptions, do ſignifie vnto the wozld, the vertues oltheir 


paincelyAunceſto2s : inſuchſozt , as after we haue paſſed 
that ot this lie, and bene dead fo many woꝛldes betoze , pet 
dioth not our name and memozie die with our cozrupt bodies: 
but liueth tile in an other lie, not vnlike thole that are cele⸗ 


ſtiall. 


Whilelt by reckoning bp fonnes iſſuing from ſonnes, 
and Nephewes deſcending from Nephewes , the glozie of _ 


our auncient antiquitie and deſcent is renowmed and reut- 
ued againe:the old fame and god repozt,which welefthcere 
vpon the earth whileſt weliued ſcming to begin (once moze) 
as it were to ware young and freſh in our ofſpꝛing, who lis 
uing as J ſaid moſt famouſly like the renowmed men ol their 
age, carrie ſuch rare ſhewes, by reaſon of their vertues in the 
wonꝛld, they ſacceding lineally after vs, and deſcending from 
the ſtrength of our lopnes, 
Thouthen (moſt diuine matrimonie) end onely thou, 
and none but thou, and thou alone createſt and makeſtNoble 
men vpon the earth. Thou makeſt valiant cõqueroꝛs, victo2s 
and triumphers. Thou art the cauſe men are foztunate, hap⸗ 


pie and bleſt: and by thy meanes reſemble immoztall creas 


—ftures. Thine are the ſweetnelle of childꝛen, and vnto thee 
doth belong the daintie fruite ofthe ſame, To thee appertai⸗ 
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nefh all honour , glozie, vertue and ionntalitienteternal / 
fame, and perpetuitie ofenerlaſting remembꝛante: thy holy 
onꝛdinance being firſt inſtituted and appointed (as J ſaid be | 
foe) in the bliſtull place ot Paradiſe, where was no ſinne: 
and when Pan was in his chiefe perfection : and thereſoꝛe, 
if antiquitie may giue any wozthinclſe,what i is moꝛe ancient 
then this ſacred eſtate which God himſelf, the founder of all, 
dꝛdained and conſecrated 2 What is moze honourable and 
pꝛaiſe wozthie then this, that Chꝛiũ with his mother in Ca- 
24a , did not onely with his owne pꝛeſence make honoura- 
ble, but alſo with miracles did ſanctifle the ſame 2 What is 
moze iuſt, then to render that vnto our poſteritie, which ws 
of our pꝛedeceſſoꝛs haue beſoꝛe recciued 2 What thing is / | 
moꝛe inhumane then foꝛ man to contemn that as pꝛophane, 
which the eternall Je houah hath hallowed, and Nature her 
ſelfe bewtified 2 Chꝛiſt our Sauiour commandeth that man 
ſhall fozſake father and mother, and cleane vnto his welbelo⸗ 
ued ſpowſe: and what is moze holy then loue towards our 
parents,which God in his commandement hath rewarded 
with long life , and yet atrimonie is pzeferred befoze the 
ſame ? Tühatis then moꝛe nceſſarie then marriage, which 
containeth in it the kelicitie of mans life, the flower ol friend⸗ 
ſhip,the pꝛeſeruation of Realmes, the glozicofPzinces, and 
that which is moſt of all, it cauſeth immozfalitic? 
Co conclude, where in the end, though it be long, vet at 
che laſt, vou not onely allow of marriage, but commend wo⸗ 
mẽ in the perſons of two great pzincely Potentates (althogh 
you might haue done it in many others beſide), In this J cã⸗ 
not chuſe but confirme your indgement, eſpecially 1 in the fa- 
mous Engliſh Nucen,J finding my lelfe far inſuficient and 
vnable fo pꝛaiſe her, by reaſon ot her ropall qualities, and 
matchleſſe vertues, they being like a ſoundle lle Otean that 
batifg bottome, like vnto an intricate laboꝛinth, wherein a 
man maß ener loſe himſelle, then finde the end of the ſame / 


any way, | 
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